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| 'Sureſt & Safeſt 
| WAY &f - 
THRIVING. 


A Conviction of that Grand Miftake in many, That : 
what is given to the Poor, is a loſs to their eſtatez which 
is direCtly contrary as to the experiences of the Cha- - 
ritablez io to the teſtimony of God's Spirit in divers . 
Places of Scripture : . As, 


Prov. 11.24. There is that ſcatiereth, and yet increaſeth; There is-: 
that with-holdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty. 

Prov. 19. 17. He that hath pitty on the poor, lendeth unto the Lord, . 

._ and that which he hath given will he pay him again. 

Luke 6. 38. Give, and it ſoall fougnes to you again, good meaſure, . 
preſſed down, and ſhaken together, and running over. 

Pfalm 37. 26. He is ever merciful and lendeth, and his ſeed is bleſſed. - 


Deus bis ſolvit hoc foenus, ſcilicet ſemel in terra, ſecundo'iin ccelo. In - - 
terra enim eleemoſynariis multiplicat opes, in ccelo autem lon-. 
geplura, & majora rependit. Cornelixs a Lapide, in Prov.1g. 17. 


x "= 


By THOMAS GOUGE, Miniſter of the Goſpel. 
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Printed for P:/;am Rawlins at the Hand and Pen over - 
_..-. againſt the Royal Exchange in Gornhill, 1673. 
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THE 


Sureſt and Safeſt 


WAY OF 


THRIVING 


Math. 10. 41, 42, | 
He that receiveth a Prophet in the name of a Prophet, ſhall 
receive a Prophets reward: and he that receiveth a 
righteous man in the name of a righteous man, ſhall re- 
ceive a righteous mans reward. , 


And whoſoever ſhall give unto one of theſe little ones, a cup 


of cold water onely, in the name of a Diſciple, verily T 
ſay unto you, he ſhall in no wiſe loſe his reward, 


People, though they be many and Great, yet are they not 

more, and greater, then the comforts which He affordeth 

unto them, to ſuppart and encourage themin their troubles. In- 
ſtance this Chapter, and the Sermon of Chriſt therein recorded, 
conceraing thoſe ſore Trials whereunto his Church and Children 
ſhould be brought, As any kind of affliction is foretold, a proper 
and peculiar conſolation is uſually annexed. Therefore to cab iſh 
the hearts of his ſuffering Servants, and to encourage their Suc- 
B courers 


T HE troubles whereunto God bringeth his Minifters and 


—__ ——— JT 
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The Sureſt and Safeſt | 


courers, He cloſes up His Sermon with the words of the text, , 


wherein He declareth not only that high account which he had of 
His Miniſters, and People themſelves, but alſo of them who 
ſhould yield any relief,or upon His account ſhew kindneſs to them, 
aſſuring them;T har he who reeeiueth a Prophet in the name of a Pro- 
phet, ſhould receive a Prophets reward. And he that receiverh arigchte- 
ous wan in the name of a richteous man, ſhould receive a rinhteous 
mens reward. * 


The words in briefcontain, A Declaration of that great benefit, 


which they bring to thewſclues, who afford any relief, and ſucconr to 
Miniſters, or other Saints; teaching, That there 1s no ſuch way to 
fill our Treaſures, as by emptying them for God. 

For, theclearing of the words, I ſhall beeifly ſhew you, 

1. Whois here meant by a Prophet. And who by a Righteors 
—_— 

Wy is mgant byreceiving thein. | | 

;.' Whit is, the Renjwrd which falloweth therenpoa. 

I. For thefrſt,. whais here meamt. by a Prophet ; and who by a 
Righteous man. 

By a Prophet our Saviour here meaneth not onely extraordinary 
Miniſters, ſuch as were immediatly and extraordinarily inſpired 


\ by the Holy Ghoſt; or who had extraordinary rev-lations to fore- 


tell things to come : but alſo ordinary Miniſters of the word, and. 
interpretersof the Scriptures, as Foh.4.44. Rev.11.18. 
"By Reghteous menhe meaneth his Saints, or ſuch as teſtific their 


- Juſtification thorow faith in Chriſt, by their ſanCtification,and fruits 


of a goodconſcience;whom commonly the Scripture ſtileth Saznrs. 
HH. For the Second, what is meant by receiving theſe ? 


For Anſwer thereunto, you. muſt know, There are two things 


whereunto this receiving may have a reſpect. ; 

1. To the word and meſſage of a Miniiter, and ſo it ſignifies, the 
hearkning to, and embracing their holy Counſel and Doctring. 

2. Tothe Perſon of a Miniſter,and ſo it ſignifies the harbouring, 
orihewing kindneſs to Him, as is evident from the-in{tance of cold 
water, given untoa Prophet, or Righteous man, exprelied. in the 


' following verſe. Both theſe are implyed under this phraſe of re- 


ceiving a Prophet, viz. His Do&rine, by embracing, and ſubmit- 
ting to it ; and hiz Perſor, by harbouring, ſuccouring, and reliev- 
ing him according to his need. By 
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way of Thriving. 


By the receiving a Prophet, mm the name of a Prophet, 1s mit a 
a ſuccouring and relieving him for his particular calling ſakg, eo no - 
ine, becauſe he is a Prophet, Soby receiving a righteom man, in 
the name of a richteout :4u, intendeth the ſame thing; namely; the 
relieving him, for bis General callings ſake,becauſe he is a Chriitian 
a child 0. God, and a member of Chriſt, | 

II. For the third particular, what is here meant by the reward of 
a Prophet, and of a righteous man? I Anſwer, Theſe phraſes of 
recesvins a Prophets, andof a Righteous mans reward, may be taken 
Attively, or Paſſively, Atively, for that reward which a Prophet 
or a 740hteors man giveth, Paſſively, for that which is by God given 
to theone, and tothe other. The reward which a Prophet giveth, is 
miniſterially to preach the word of Reconciliation to ſuch as re- 
ceive them, as Peter did td Cornelizs, At. 10.34.%c. To pray for 
them, as Abraham for Abimeleck, Gen.20.7,17, And to bleſs them, 
as Melchiſedec bleſſed Abraham, Gen.17.19. 

The reward which a righteous man giveth is privately to in- 
ſruR, and edifie, to pray for, and to be a good pattern, and ex- 
ample of righteoufnefs, to fuch as entertain or otherwiſe relieve 
him. h begs 

The reward which i given by God, to either of theſe, for that 
kindneſs which any ſhew unto them, is ſuch a ſurpaſſing, andex- 
cellent weight of glory, as :cannot.:be exprefſed by the tongue of 
men, or Angels, yetditteretit indegrees, as isevident, Da#. 12.3. 

Some take theſe phraſes, Of recerving a Prophtr, and rig ireons 
mans reward, in the former fenfe,, Mt:vely;.and others, Paſſively. 
I conceive it may betaken im both. 

The words thus explained do afford unto us ſeveral points of 
Docrine. DIET  ITTAT & 

From the daty here exprefied of receiving, and relieving Pro- 
phets, and r2ghteons men, with the manner of ſetting it down, we 
may obſerve. | 

x. DoQt. That all needfidl ſuccour, and good entertainment is to 

be afforded to Miniſftersof rhe Goſpel, This is the main and 
principat point intended. | 

2. Dodt. Chriftian kindneſs is to be ſhewed not only to Miniſters, 

but alſo to all the members of Chriſt. For our bleſſed Saviour 
contents not himſelf to have mentioned'a Prophet, but alſoad- 
detha righteous man. B 2 : Theſe 
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Theſe two ſorts make up The houſehold of Faith; to whom the 
Apoſtle exhorteth Chrittians eſpecially to doe good, Gal.6,10. 
Q. 1s our Charity to extend no farther? _ 


A. Yes, even toall that are in want, but eſpecially to ſuch as 


have a particular relation to Chriſt, as being his members, or Mini- 
ſters ; becauſe Chriſt in- them is after an eſpecial manner-ſuccour- 
ed, and relieved. It will be therefore our wiſdom to take notice 
of the extent of this duty, and in all wedoe, either for Chriitians 
or others, to ſee to it, that what we doe, is done for the Lords, 
and for conſcience-ſake, to the one in compaſhon to his members, 
to the other in obedience to his will. 7 

4. Dot, According to the kindueſs which we ſhew, ſhall our re- 
wardbe. Hethat receiveth, and relieveth a Propher, thall receive 
a Prophets reward. {nd he that receiveth and relieveth a righteous 
an, ſhall receive tht reward of a righteous man. 

% 


LY 
Verſe 42. | 
And whoſoever ſhall give to drink unto one of theſe little 


ones, 4 cup of cold water onely in the name of a Diſciple, he 


ſhall in no wiſe loſe his reward. 


Theſe words are added by our Saviour to the former to antici- 
pate ſome Objections, which might be made thereupon, as alſo 
morefully toexplain the forementioned points. / 

I, Obj. May be thus made, Theſe Preachers and Profeſſors. of the 
Goſpel are but mean perſons, and little in efteem, what great re- 
ward can be expected for entertaining them ? 

A. As little as theybe, be they as inconſiderable and contemptible 
as the proud world makg them, yet are they not fo little in the eyes of 
Lord, but that he will reward all ſuch as are friendly to them. 

. 2. 0bj.I my ſelf am but poor, and can doe but little for them. 

A. Though thy kindneſs be never ſo ſmall, as ſmall as a cup of 


water, and that cold, taken out of the River, without any pains 


or colt to heat it, yea but O N E cupfull thereof, and no more, 
(ſuppoſing that to be the moſt thou canſt doe for them) yet it ſhall 
be rewarded by him, who more reſpecteth the willingneſs of the 
Giver, then the greatneſs of the Gif. | 12, 


The- 


WP 7 


_ — —— _—_ 
ahien — ——_— 
— 


way of Thriving. 


The greateit difficulty in the words is who arc here meant by 
kittle ones, for whoſe ſake the reward is promiſed. 

By little ones, our Saviour meaneth no other than ſuch in the 
forcgoing verſe, he had ſtiled Prophers and righteom ones. ; 


They are called Lirrle ones in two reſpects. 


1. In regard of the worlds eſteem of them, 

2. In reeardof their own account of themſclues. | 

Firſt, They are lutle in the worlds eye. The world which judgeth 
not according to inward worth, have them in low elteem, It | 
with the ſervants, as it fared wirh their Maſter, they are deſpiſed, 
and rejected, and troden under foot of men. Ot old they were 
accounted Deſolate, and forſaken, Iſa. 62. 4. In the Apoſtles time, 
the filth of the world, the of ſcouring of all things, 1 Cor. 4.13, Ex- 
perience of all ages verifieth as much. And among other ages 
ours giveth not theleaſt evidence. 

That comfort and contentment which God's people find in the 
Lord, and the light of his countenance, yea that hope they have 
of finding grace in his eyes, make them the leſs to mind, and ſeek. 
after the honour, wealth, and/promotions of the world, and com- 
monly they have but little of it. Now the world judgeth accord- 
ing to outward, earthly, worldly glory, it diſcerneth not the ſpiri- 
tual glory.of the Saints, 1Foh.3.1. 

Judgnotof men according tothe worlds. judgment : think not: 
ever the more meanly of Saints, becauſe the world thinks ſo of 
them. They are highly favoured of the moſt High : they are ſuch 
of whom the world ts not worthy, they are the excellent ones, Pſal.16. 
3: but whatever they beindeed, inthe eye of the world theyare: 
but /:ttle ones. | 

Secondly, They are little in their owne eyes, Gen. 18.27, we read 
how Abraham in ſpeaking to God, itiles himſelf no better than. - 
Duſt and aſhes. And Gen. 32. 10. Jacob acknowledgeth himſelf 
unworthy, or, leſs than theleaſt of Gods Mercies, 

The ground thereof may be becauſe the Saints beſt know them- 


ſelves, fince they more thorowly, than other men, Search their 


hearts, and obſerve their ways, and compare themſelves with the: 
pureand perfect law of God, and take notice of their inward; Se- 
cret corruptions, as well as of their outward and viſible tranſgreſſ-. 
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ons'; and thus come they to know more of themſelves, then any o- 
ther can, or may ſuſpect of them. And this clearer ſight of them- 
ſelves brings them down, and lays themlow, This made Saint Pa! 
to cry out, Rom,7.24.0 wretched man that I am, who ſhall delrver me 
from the body of this death? This is a note of true grace, and of a 
ſanified heart, They are the poor in ſpirir,not the proud in Spirit, 
that are Chriſts bleſſed ones, Math.5.3. The falſediſciple thinketh 
highly of himſelf, and would be accounted not 5 wize& a [zrele one, 
likea true diſciple of Chriſt; but «yas 71: Some great one, like 
to Simon. Magn, AQ 8.8,9. This Spiritisa Satanical Spirit. Try 
thy Spirit by thisnote, whether it be of God, or no, Gs 
But though all the Servants of God are on the the forementioned 
account /itrle ones, yct there are ſome among them leſs than others, 
a in regard of their offices, and ſtations in the Church, ſome are in 
higher, others in lower Offices, ſome are in office, others not ; So 
alſo inregard of their parts and gifts, and graces, ſome are ſtrong, 
andothers are weak; ſome the chief, others the leaſt of Saints:ſvme 
as the head, and others but as the finger, or the foot: and'tis proba- 
ble the text haththe moſt ſpecis] reſpect (and the Emphaſis of it is 
the greater) to theleaſt ofall theſe little ones, and fo the expreſſion 
is Math.25.40. Inas much as ye have done it unto one of the leaft 
of theſe my brethren ye have done itunto me. | 
This I the rather take notice of it to give an hintto Chrittians in 
their Charitable diſtributions to bave aneye to ſuch Miniſters or 
Chriſtians as are more obſcure,and lefs conſiderable in the Wortd. 
Poſſibly when thoſe of greater worth and remark may taſt deeply of 
their bounty, every one almoſt hath a kindneſs for them : in. the 
mean time there may be ſome poor hidden ones, whoſe worth is 
leſs, but their wants are greater, who being low in thoſe gifs or 
races which would commend them to the more publicknotice,are 
almoſt buriedin forgetfulneſs. Its true that by how much the more 
eminent the perſon is that isrelieved: (ceteris paribm) by fo mnch 
the more excellent the work : yet ſpecial care ſhould: be taken that 


the morc obſcure and leaſt deſerving among all that belong to God. 


benot forgotten. 
The words thus explained, afford unto us two ſpecial poins of 


Doctrine. | 


1. Dot. 


_—  ——_— 
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way of Thriving, 


| 1. DoA.God rakgth notice of cvery of bus Saints, even of the leaſt of 
them, aud of kindneſs ſhewed to them. | 

Though Foſeph was but a lad, and ſold as a lave, yet being one of 
the Church, one of the little ones, yea mmimorum mininus ; yet in 
Xgypr God takes notice of him, and of that kindneſs which was 
thewed to him, Gez.32.5. Many other like examples are noted in 
the Scripture ; but none more fit for our purpoſe, than the exam- 

le of Lazarus, Luk. 16.20. though he were a very pzer beg- 


Sar, and full of ſores, and deſpifed of Dives, and all his kouſeto d, 


yet God took ſuch notice of him, as he made his Angels attend kim. 
Yea God took notice of the kindneſs which the Dogs thewed him, 
for their licking of his ſores is recorded toall ages. Note thoſe ex- 
preſſions of the Pſalmiſt, Pſa!.40.12. Bur I ampoor aud needy, yet 
the Lord thinketh upon me. And again P/a1.34.6. This poor man 
cryed, andthe Lord heard him, and ſaved bim out of all his troub/es, 

Qu. If you ask, why the Lord taketh notice of every of his Saints, 

Anf. 1. Theyaxe all his Children, and of his houſehold ; thereſorc 
asa tender, and carcfull father, and Maiter, he careth for every one. 
Yea they arealt members of the body of Chriſt. ' Now the head 
taketh care of every member, even the leaſt, and taketh notice. 
of every kindneſs done to any of them. 

2. They are all by reaſon of grace in them, as Fewels and precious 
fones ; therefore as a provident Feweller he will look to every one 
of them. Yea that which often-appeareth leaſt may be of greater 
worth; asa little Diamond is of more Value than a far greater 
pebble. 


This afford-th a ſitgular ground of comfort to ſuch as in this * 


world are deſolate, and forfaken : though they be left alone (us 
Elijah was 1 King 19.10.)And as a Pelican in the wilderneſs : Or an, 
Owl of the Deſert, Or as a ſparrow alone upon the houſe top, as the 
Pſalmiſt expreſſeh, P/Al. 102. 6,7. yet is the Lord with them, and 
takes care of them. Now if the Lord be with us, and taketh care of 
us, What need me fear ? ] How ſhould thisencourage us to extend 
our charity to any one of the Saints, and members of Chriit,though 
meanand little inthe wor!d, and not able to recompence us : and 
though none take notice thereof, to. conhder that the Lord takerh 
notice, and will abundantly recompence every good work, yea tie 
lealt kindneſs we do unto them. Heb.6,10. God i not unri. breotws 
ta 
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they may lay hold of eternal life. | 


to forget your work, and labour of love, which ye have ſhewed tawards 
his name, in that ye have miniſtred to the Saints, and do miniſter, 
W here, Gods not forgetting their labour of love in miniſtring to the 
S:ints, doth imply, that as God taketh notice of their beneficence, 
So he is,and will be ever mindfull of ſuch and ſuch perſons to ſupport 
and ſuccour, and every way do them good. 

Andif God will thus remember thoſe that remember the leaſt of 
his, how will he take it that they are neglected ? Beloved, how is 
it with Gods little ones at this day ? Is it not very low with ma- 
ny, of them? God takes notice how very low it is; and whether 
you will or no, God will not forſake them ; but (that I may uſe the 
words of ordecai to Eſter, with ſome variation, Efter.4.14.) If 
you altogether hold your hand at this time, reliefſhall ariſe to them 
ſome other way, but yon and yuur houſe (take heed that word be 
not verified upon you) ſhall be deſtroyed. But who knows whe- 
ther you are come to your eltates for ſuch a time as this / 

And thus I come to the Second and main point of Do&rine, which 
riſeth from the reward promiſed to ſuch as ſhew the leaſt kindneſs 
to.a miniſter, or righteous man, though it be but a cup of cold water 
they ſhall in 15 wiſe loſe their reward, Whence we may obſerve. 

2. Do&t. That the leaſt work, of charity ſhewed to a Miniſter or 
righteous man,ſhall be abundantly recompenſed,and that not only here- 
after, but likewiſe here on earth. _ | 

Though our beneficence ought to extend unto all whoare in want 
and come within the verge of our knowledge, and power,as Gal. 
6.10. According as we have opportunity, let us do good unto ALL 
men; yet Iconfine my diſcourſe here to Anifters, and righteors 
0x25, becauſe they only are implyed under thoſe /:rrle ones menti- 
oned inmy text. | 

Thet merciſull men ſhall be abundantly recompenced hereafter in 
heaven for their works of charity, there is no doubt, being ſo clear- 
ly expreſſed in.the word of God, Luk. 16.9. Make your ſelves 
friends cf the Mammon of unrighteousnef, that when ye fail, they 
may recerve you into everlaſting habitations And 1 Tim.6.17.Charge 
them that arerich in this world, that they do good, that they be rich in 
good works, ready to diftribute, willing ro communicate, laying '# in 
ftore for themſelves 4 good feundation againit the time to come, that 


But 
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way of Thriving, : 


But the great queſtion is concerning temporal reward, Whether 
Chriſtian charity, richtly per formed, ſhall be recompenced here in vhis 
life with tewporal bleſſings : So that what men give in a way of cha- 
rity, there 1s gronnd to expect, it ſhall be here returned into their 
boſomes again with increaſe. | 
I deny not but a charitable man my poor, and be reduc- 
ed into ſome ſtraights,through Suretithip,negligence in his Calling, 
or in reſpzct of ſome ſecret ſin, wherein he liveth, which may juitly 
bring a temporal curſe upon kim: Sothat his liberality in ſuch caſes 
may not be a ſufficient fence againlt want and penury. But this I 
ſay, That as penuriouſneſs towards the poor 15 the readieſt way to po- 
verty : So Chriſtian charity, rightly performed, ts the ſureſt way to 
plenty-and abundance, it being uſually: rewarded with temporal 
"bleſſings here, as well as with ezernal hereafter, Where is the 
man to be ſound, that is the poorer by what he hath given to the 
poor ? How many are the inſtances of ſuch which have met with 
ſome ſional bleſſings from God in this life, as the reward of their li- 
This may ſeem a paradox to many uncharitable men, that Gzv- 
ing ſhould be the ſureſt way of vetting, and that the more liberal any 
man ws, the more likely he ts to thrive and proſper in the world, Yet 
nothing more clearly laid down in the Scripture, and found to be 
true by the experience of multitudes of Gods people in all ages. 
And 1 am verily per ſwaded, that there is ſeldome any man, that mak- 
eth conſcience of this duty, who giveth out to the poor proportionably to 
what Godhath beſtowed 0n him, and with an honeſt, upright heart, but 
sf he do obſerve the paſſages of Gods proviaence towards him, he ſhall 
find the ſame doublea, and redoubled upon himin temporal bleſſings, l 
dare challenge all the world to give one inſtance,or at leait any con- 
ſiderable- number of inſtances of any truly-mercifull- men, whoſe 
charity hath undone them, 'But as #vine wells the more they are 
drawn, the more freely they ſpring, and flow ; Sothe ſubſtance of 
charitable men doth oftentimes, if not ordinarily,' multiply in the 
very diſtribution ; Evenas the five loaves, and few fiſhes did mul- 
tiply in their breaking, and diitributing. Andthe widdows Oyl in- 
creaſed by the pouring it out; 1 : | 
-But theſe bare aſſertions being no full convictions : For the better 
clearing the truth of this doctrine, I ſhall prove it by Scriptures, 
' Examples, and Reaſons. C 1,For 
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ſtowelt thy goods, 
| ſball burſt out with new wine, this ſeemeth tobe an hyperbolical ex- 


1. For Scripture proofes, there are very many both in the old, and 
New-Teſtament. W hat the Apoſtle faithof Godlizef,, r Tim.4.8. 
It is profitable unto all things, having the promiſe of this life, and of 
that which is ta come, The like] may fay of Charity, It is profita- 
ble unto all things, having promiſes of remporal bleſſings, as well as 
of Spiritual, and eternad. 

Deut. 15.10. Thos ſbalt ſurely give unto thy brother, and thy heart 
ſhall not be grieved when thou gueſt unto him; becauſe that for this 
the Lerd thy God ſhall bleſs thee in all thy workes, and in all that thou 
putteſt thine hand unto.It is not thine own labour, or care, but the 
divine bleſſing that maketh rich, and of that bleſſing behold here's a 
Scripture-entail upon the liberal, And the like we have Pro.-.9,10. 
Honexr the Lord with thy ſubſtance,by giving out a portion thereof 
for the reliefof the poor, So ſhall thy barns ve filled with plenty, and 
as thy Barnes, fo ay Shop, thy Cellers, warehouſes,where thou be- 

all be filled with abundance: and thy preſſes 


preſſion, yet itſignifieth no leſs then this, char Gods uſuall way is to 
make good returns of all we lay out upon him and his ;, and that our 
wiſelt way both for enſuring, and improving what we have is to 
make our ſelves Creditors to his wanting Saints, 

A compaſſonate heart, and an helping hand will gather by ex- 
.pending ; ſuch giving is getting, ſuch bounty is the moſt compen- 
diou3 way to plenty. W hereupon the wiſemanaddeth,Pro.11.24. 
There ts that ſcattereth, and yet increaſeth; there is that witbboldetb 
more then is meet, but it teudeth to poverty.W ho is he,here,that (cat- 
tereth? nothe that waſtes his eſtate upon his throat, his back and his 
belly, or with the Prodigal upon Harlots; but he that cafteth his 
bread upon the waters,as the expreſhon is Eccl. 1 t. 1. Je thar diſper/- 
eth and groeth to the poor, as Pfal. 112.9, this is the ſcatterer in that 


' text. And whatof him ? is he waſted ? 1s he impoveriſhed ? Be- 


hold the quite contrary : the man is grown rich, he & encreaſed by 
ſcattering.. Let himlook to it, that withholdeth more than is meet: - 
this is the more likely man of the two to be found ſhortly on the 
dunghil. If thou wilt ſecure thy ſelf from beggery, keep not Gods 
beggers from thy door, nor ſend them away empty whoſe needs, 


.thoughnot their tongues, cry it: thine cars, Gzve for the Lords ſake. 


Fear not to looſe by layingout. Thy Lying up what thou ſhouldit 
lay 


| 
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lay out hath the moſt danger in it, The divine curſe may wither 
that in thine hand which thou holdeſt faſt againſt the divine com- 
mand, | 

In the following verſe we read farther, The liberal ſonl ſpall be 
made fat, The Soxl is oftenin Scripturetaken to lignifie the Man, 


and ſo itis here, and is the ſame,as the liberal wan,” To be made fat, 


ſignifies ro proſper, to be full,and abound,or to grow rich in this worlds 


goods ; and thus it ſhall be, if this Scripture may be credited. 


The {beral Soul It is in the Hebrew, as you may find it noted in 
the Margin, the Sox! of bleſſing, the merciful man is a bleſſing, ard 
hath a bleſſing for ſuch as need him: and he that is a bleſſing, ſhall 
be bleſſed ; the Lord God ſhall bleſs him with an increaſe of his 
ſabſtance, who hath moiſt emptied himſelf for him, and his. Its 
true that the SOUL of the liberal properly taken, ſhall be a gainer 
by his liberality : no more thriving Chriſtians, then the merciful 
Chriſtians, what they expend. in temporals is abundantly returned 
in ſpirituals. But becauſe there is ſo much of carnal, even in too 
many Chriſtians, and have need of encouragements ſuited to our 
tempers, therefore to our ſpiritual advantages,which are the great- 
eſt theſe outward encouragements are added as often moſt taking 
withour too carnal hearts, So that this is the ſenſe of the place. The 
liberal man, as the reward andencouragementofhis liberality,ſhall 
proſper in the world. Andas it follows, He that watereth,the ſoul 
of theneedy, his waters ſhall not fail, but he ſhall be watered alſo 


himſelf. God will give into him, according as he hath given out ' 


to others. 

Ana for their farther encouragement, ſaith the wiſeman, Pro. 19. 
17. He that hath pity on the poor, lendeth unto the Lord, and that 
which he hath given, ſhall he payhim again. If that which thou giv- 
eſt be repaid thee again, how can it beſaid to be loſt ? Indeed the 
poor, unto whom thou giveſt, are notable to repay thee again,yet 
having ſuch an alſufficient Surety, as God himſelf,who hath under- 
taken the repayment, thou need'ſt not doubt thereof, Oh hap- 
Py is that man that becomes a Creditor to his Creatour, and makes 
God his debtor / whoſe's the earth, and the fulneſs thereof. Hea- 
ven and earth ſhall be emptied before he ſhall want a royal pay- 
ment. : | | 

Fear not t9 be an Vſurer, ſo thou lendeſt unto God, make = 
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| thy debtor, and he will ſurely pay thee Principal and Intereit. 'Al- 


low him his time (for that he will have) and he will not only pay 
the debt, but allow thee for the forbearance. The ungodly borrow- 
eth, and.payeth not again : but this ſhall never be ſaid of the righte- 
ous God: He is juit,and will make good payment of whatſoever is 
lent unto him.” 

Itis true, the Lord loves to deal xpor truff,and uſcs to make pay- 
ment by way of Returns. He will be truited, and thoſe that will 
not give him Credit,let themif they can, put their eitates into ſurer 
hands. And he uſes to pay by the way of Retwras,it may be neither 
in the fame kind, nor inthe ſame Country. Sometimes tis ſo that 
he pays not in the ſame kind, bread for bread,or clothes for clothes, 
or money for money, Nor poſſibly may he make his payment in 
this forrceign land, where thou arta Merchant adventurer, but may 
give thee his bill of exchange. toreceive it in thine own country, 
that better Country, which is thy home, and inheritance, which 
ſhall be the reward of thy.works, and labour of love, which thou 
ſhewelt to his name. And if he do thus, does he thee any wrong ? 
Is it not belt for thee that thou receive thy goods atthy home ? [s 
it any harm to thee to receive Silver for thy Braſs, Gold for thy Sil- 


ver, Rubies for thy Gold, a treaſure in Heaven, for thy treaſure 


on Earth ? Doubt not that he will be. behind hand with thee :"yet 
ſtick notif thou ſhouldit be put to it, to. wait for payment in full 
till hereafter : and for the preſent” this thou may'it depend upon 


* fromPro.28.27. He that giveth to the poor ſhall not lack, he hall 


have in hand whats needfulatlealt. He ſhall nor lack,and there may 
be more in this word, then if he had ſaid, I will prefently pay thee 
all : For all that thou haſt; if thou ſhouldit ho!d it never ſocloſe,can- 
not ſecure thee from ever coming to want; as great as thy abun- 
dance is, thou mailt come: to want before thou dieſt, But what 
thy abundance cannot do,this promiſe of God can and doth for thee 
even give thee ſecurity that thou ſhalt never lack. 

Again Eccl.11.1. Caſt thy bread wvpon the waters, for thou ſhalt 
find it after many days. By bread is here meant all things neceſſa- 
ry:for the ſupport of mens lives. - And by caſting their bread upon 
the waters, is meant their giving freely of that which they have for 
the relief of the poor, whoſe watry eyes bewray their great neceſſi- 
ty. Andthough that which thou beſtoweſt on them, may ſeem to 
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beasclearly loſt and cait away, as that which is thrown down the 
River, or calt into the Sea, where ther is no like .thood of receiv:ng 
it again, becauſe given to thoſe who can no way recompence- thee 
whence aroſe that-Greek Proverb «+ vius ont ters, Thou ſoweſt upon 
the water, which is uſually applyed to ſuch as beitow kindneiles 


, Where they are utterly lolt, 


Yet thou ſhalt find it after many days, Lavater in locum ſaith,that 
here is implyed a promiſe of long lite to the charitable, that God 
willleagthen out his days to a goodo'd age. Though this falls out 
truein many, yet | conceive 1t not to be here intended, nor to be 
the meaning of the words, but rather, this, thatthough thy reward 
doth not preſ.ntly appear, yet if tkou beſtowelt thine aims with a 


fincere heart, ir ſhall not be lolt, butcertainly be returned into thy 


boſome with increaſe. | | | 

Yet furth<r ſaith the Lord by the Prophet 7/2.58.7,8. &c. If thou 
deal thy bread-to the hungry, and bring the poor that are caſt oat, to 
thy houſe, aud when thou ſceſt the naked, if thou cover him, aud that 
thou hide not thy ſelf from thine own fleſh, by tnrning thy face from 
him; Then (ſee what a gracious promiſe of ſignal bleflings follow 
hereupon ) ſhall thy light break forth as the Alorning, that is, then 
thall the nightof thine adverſity be diſpelled, and the day ſpring of 
thy proſperity break forth as the Morning-light: and thy righteonſ- 
neſs ſhallso befire thee, that is, the ſruit and reward of thy charity 
ſhall be viſible to all : che glory of the Lord ſhall be thyrereward, that 
is, the Godof glory ihall by his power and providence both go be- 
fore thee, and follow thee with his bleſſing. And verſe 16. 1f thozw 
araw out thy ſoul to the hungry and Satufie the affiited ſoul,that is,af- 
ford that hearty relief unto him, which ſhall ſatisfie his neceſſity, 
ther ſhall thy light riſe in obſcurity, thy adverſity ſhall be turned into 
proſperity, And rhe Lord ſbail guide thee continually, and ſatisfie thy 
foul in drought;as thou didit ſatisfie the poor mans ſoul by ſupply- 
ing his wants,ſo the Lord will ſupply thee witha ſufficiency in the 
greateſtdearth and famine ; and make fat thy bones ; and thou ſhalt 
be 4s awateredgaraen, and a little ſpring of water, whoſe waters fail 
not; anemblem ofa flouriſhing, and proſperous eſtate, which doth 
uſvally follow, and accompany merciful men. . | 

Yea our bleſſed Saviour, Math. 19.29. promiſeth, that ſuch as 


, for his ſake ſhall this or any other way -part with their eſtates, or 


any 
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' of an hiindvee d, which man Chriſtians have found true in their 
own —— and with thankfulneſs to'God have acknowledged 


as My 
And what variety of expreſſions coth our Saviour uſe in Zaky 6, 
38.to aſſure us ofa large reward.here of all our labour of love ſhew- 
cd to his Miniſters, and members? Give, ſaith he, aud ie ſhall be Die 
en 10 you again, good meaſure, prefſed down, and ſhaken together,and 
rupmng over, For your encouragement unto this duty of giving 
to the poor, Our Saviour firlt annexeth a _m promiſe of return, 
Give, and it ſhall be given to you again, where he giveth you a Z:{/ 
of his hand,that you thall be no looſer by what you give to his poor, 
but thall be repay'd, and that with advantage, as the following 
words declare, you ſhall have good meaſure, preſſed dqwn, ſhaken to- * 
ether, and running over, we accountit good meaſure, when it is 
beapednp, but when it is not only heaped up, but preſſed down,that 
is more ; but when itis heaped up, prefled down; and then heaped 
p,and ranning over again, Who can but ſay, that this is good mea- 
ſureindeed ? Yor than God deales with merciful men, they ſhall 
have mercies and bleſſings heaped up preſſed down,and running over. 
How truely then may 1 take up the 'words of the Pſalmiſt, Bleſſed 
z5 he that conſidereth the poor ; He ſhall not only be nels, but he 
fhall have bleſſings beaped vp, and running over / which the Apoltle 
St. Paul expreſſeth very Emphatically by the fimilirude of reaping 
and ſowing, 2 Cor.g.6. He that ſoweth fparingly,ſhall reap fparingly, 


but he which ſoweth bountifully,ſhall reap bountifally. As men ſow, 


fo ſhall they reap, the more liberally they give to good uſes, the 
more tountifully they ſhall receive from God : they ſhall find a 
plentifull harveſt, asthe fruitofall their coſt and pains, Dr. Ham- 
mondin his praQical Catechiſm,quoting theſe words of the Apoltle 
He that ſoweth bountifully, ſhall reap bountifully, addeth this gloſs, 
« By reaping bountifully, | conceive is meant, xot onely Gods abun- 
© dant retributions of glory in another world, but even his payments of 
© remporal plenty, and bleſſings here to thoſe who have been willing to 


| © make that Chriſtian V ſe of that earthly talent commited to their Ste- 


© warding. bl ; 
_ Thus you ſee there are ſo many promiſes both in the old me => 
elta- 


way of Thriving, 


Teitamentof:ewporal, as wellas of ſpiritual and eternal bleflings to * 


the mencifull, that there can. be no. quettion made of the truth ot the 


 dectrine. And to uſe the expreſſion of the forementioned DodFor : 


By dll thoſe teſtimonies from the word of God, bathinthe new and vid 

eftament., 1 coucerue this Doitrine as clear as any in the Scripture ; 
« That the promiſe of temporal plenty to the liberal ts ſo diſtinit and 
© infallible, that us carte nolefs than. | | PR. 

I. A my orofi ignorance of plain Scripture-not to obſerve it and 

2. An att of arrant infiatlity, not to belienfut &- | 
— Though theſe proofes ot Scripture are ſufficienttoconvince any 
Chrittian of the truth of the Doctrine, yet for your farther Satis- 
faction, I ſhall briefly give you the Judgment both of ſome ancient 
Fathers, and modern Divines concerning the ſame. FEEeTLS 

Non qui habet et Servat, fed quiimpertit eſt Dives, et impertitio, 
non attempoſſeſſio divites facit.,' Clemens Alexand. Pxdag. lib. 3. 
Not he that pollefleth wealth, and keeps it by him, but he that di- 


ſtributeth it, is rich: neitheris it the having, but the laying out of 


riches, that makes men rich. 

Terrena omnia Servando amittimas, largiendo Servams. -Ifiods- 
ras, Welooſe all earthly things by keeping them, and by giving 
them away we keep them. 

Lucrumeſt egenu dare, ſaith St. Baſil. Its the belt way of thriv- 
ing togive to thatare in want. 

Facundms eſt aver panperum, cits reddit donantibus frultum.- Aug. 
Serm.de Divite, The hield of the poor is-very fruittull,and quickly 
yieldethan increaſe to the charitable. | | 

The fame Father in his 25 Sermon de verbis Domins, brings in 
Chriſt ſpeaking thus, Damihi ex eoquod ded; ribs habuiſti me largi- 


torem, fac me debitorem &c. Give to me of that which] have given - 


to thee; I have been thy benefactor, make me thy debtor, become 
an V furer to me, and 1 willpay thee with advantage. And inone 
of his Epiſtles, Da modicum ut recipias centuplam. Give a little,and 
thou ſhalt receive an hundred fold. | 
Da panpers ut detur tibi, quicquid pauperi dederis tu habebis, quod 
non dederss, habebit alter. Give to the poor, andit ſhall be given 
to thee. Whatſoever thou: giveſt to the poor, thou ſecnreſt to 
thy: ſelfz what thou withholdeſt, another ſhall poſſeſs. Per. Ra-- 


ven Serm, quodam. 


- 
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Dews bs ſolvit hoc fenia ſcilicet Jemel in terra,Secundoin calo. In 
terraenimeleey,oſynarus multiplicat opes, in calo autem longe plura, 
et majora reperidir, God twice pays what's lent to him, once in 
this wor'd, by multiply ing'the wealth of alms-givers; and then 


in heavea he pays it over and over. Cornelizs a lapid. in Pro, 


I9.17. Fe, | | 7 

Dr. Hammozd in his Sermon on Dext.26.12,12, layeth down 
this propoſition. © That atr-giving or mercifutneſs was never the 
© waſting or leſſening of any mans eitate, to himſelf or his poſteritie, 
© but rather the excreaſing of it. And thereupon addeth, 1fI have 
* delivered a xew DoGrine, which will rot preſently be believed, 
* Such as every Auditour will not conſent to, I donbt not but: there 
© be plain texts of Scripture,more than one, which will aſſure every 
© Chriitian ofthe truth of it. Conſider them at your leiſure, Pſal. 
* 41.1,2.Pſal.112. all to this purpoſe. Pro.11.25.& 12.9.& 1%. 
© 17.& 28.27. Add to theſe the words of Chriſt, Mark, 10.30. 


'© which though moregererally delivered of any kind of parting with 


« poſſeſſions for Chr:ſts ſake, are applyed by St. Hierom: to the 
* words of Solomon. ' Pro.11.24.: There 5 that Scattereth, and yet 
© rmcreaſeth, quia centuplum acciprunt in hoc tempore, becauſe, ſaith 
© he they receive an hundred fold in this world. 


_ «& Alltheſe being put together,muſt, ſaith he,(to my underſtand- 


* ing)make it as clear to any that acknowledge theſe for Scripture, 


'< as if God ſhould call to a man out of heaven by name; and bid 


© him relesve that poor mar, and he ſhould never be the poorer for 
/ 7... If Fs Fo | 

Afterwards in'preſſing upon his Auditors the duty of Alms-giv- 
ing, © This, ſaith he, / am reſolved on, 'tis wart of belief, and no- 
< thing elſe, that keepes men from the practice of this duty. Could 
* this one Mountain be removed, the leſſening of our wealth; that 
©alms giving is accuſed of z. could that one Scandal to fleth and 
©blood be kicked 9ut of the way, there is no other Devil would 
© take the unmercifull mans part, no other temptation moleſt the 
* alms-giver, | 

© Ard letme tell you, that you have no more evidence for the 
@rruth of Chriſts comming , for all the fundamentals of your faith, on 
* which you are content your Salvation ſhould depend,then ſuch as 
© T have given you for your Security in this point. : 
| y 
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Dr. Jeremy Taylor in his Rites of ay-liing) treating of Alms, 
Se, $. among other Aotives theruntv,hath this, ** That portivn 
© of 0ur eltare,out of which a tenth ora fifth,or a twentieth,or ſome 
© offering to God for Religion, aid the poor goes forth, Certainly 
© returns with a great b upon all the reſt, Itis like the efful. 
on of oyl by the S:don147 woman, as long ay the pourcs into empty 
veſlels, it could never ceaſe running: Orlike the widdows barrel of 
meal, it conſumes not as long as ſhe fed the prophet, 

Mr, Hiiderſuam in his 22th, Lecture on Pfal, 5 1. ſpeaking of 
alms-giving faith.** It is a Duty that God hath mage greater promiſes 
© unto, than to any other almoſt that a Chriſtian can prgeany And 
three ſorts of promiſes there be that are made unto it, Firit, That 
it ſhall never hinder , nor beggar a man;T bat that is thus given ſhall 
not be loſt, yea it will return again with adyantage and increaſe: Yea 
that thar is thus given will bring Gods bleſſing upon all that we 

- have beſifdes, Deut. 15.10, 

Dr. Thomas Facowb, in his Sermon on Afath, 5.9. preached at 
the ſpittle 1657. ſaith, God w || retura to the Mercifull man what 
he gives to the poor,he will reward him#r kind;that look whatever 
it isthathe beltows, it ſhall be 4» tbe very kz»d made yp to him a- 
gain ; many have found this to be true: in the Morning they have | | 
given,may be, five ſhillings,& before night God hath brought them ? 
in-unexpectedly twentyfor it. The beſt way for 4 1an to encreeſe | 
| his eftate ts charity : Money here like the widdows yl, the more | 
| 'tispoxred out, the more it doth increaſe, &c. Andp. 26, Noman | 

ao ſhall be the poorer at the years end for what he lays out upon the 

poor; you ſhall have your money again,and improyme..t for it too, 

| ; © The Author of the whole Daty of man,treating of Alms in Parti- 
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©tion 19. ſaith, There is but one OhzeQtion to be made againſt a 
* cheerful giving of Alms,and that is,7he danger of impoveriſhing 
© ones ſelf by what one gives, To which he anſwers intheſe words ; 
* that this1s ſurea vain ſuppoſition, God having particulerly pro- 
« miſed the contrary to the charitable: That it ſhall:bring bleſſings on 
* them, even in theſe ortwerd things. The lyberal ſoul ſhall be made 
I * fat, be that watereth, ſhall be watered alſo humſelf,Pro.11,25,He 
* that giverhso the poor ſhall net lack, Pro.28.27. And many the like 
| © xexts ther are,ſo that one may truly ſay,This Objection 1s groun- 4 
© ded indirect unbelicf. The thort py itis, we dare not tru co | 
| | for 
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« for this giving tothe poor,is directly The putting our wealth'into 


this hands : He that giverh tothe poor lendeth untothe Lord,Pro.1g. 


« 17.and'that to0,0n ſolemn promiſe of repayment,zs it follows in 
that verſe, That which he bath c1ven will be pay bim again. It is a- 
© monsit men thought a great diſparagment,whenwe refuſeto'truſt 
© them - it thews,we either think them not ſufficient or 'not: honelkt. 
© How vile an aftront is it then to God, thus todijtruſt him ? Nay in- 
<eed,how horrid blaſphemy,to doubt the ſecurity of that,for which 
© hehas thus expreſly palt hisword, who is the Lord of all, and there- 
© fore cannot be inſuficient:and who 1s the God of truth,and there- 
© fore will not fail to make good his promiſe? © Let not then that in- 
© fidel-fear of future-want contract and ſhut up thy bowels from thy 
© poor brother: for though he benever like to pay, yet God becomes 
© his Surety,and enters bond with him, and will moit afſuredly pay 
© thee with increaſe. | 

<«< Therefore.it is ſo far from being damage to thee,Thus to'bive, 
© that it is thy grear advantage. Any man would rather <huſe to put 
* his money in ſome ſure hand, where he may bothimprove, and be 
© certain of it at his need;than tolet'it Ilye unprofitable by him, e- 


Eſpecially if he be in danger of thieves,or other accidents, by which 


© he may probably loſe it : Now alaſs / all that we poſleſs is in-em- 


'C minent-danger of loſing:innumerable accidents there are, 'which 


«may in an inſtant bring a'rich man-to*beggery ; ke that doubts 


*<this,let him but read the'ttory of Fob, and he willthere find-an 


'© example of it, And therefore what ſo prudent courſe can'wetake 
<for our wealth, as to put it out of the reach of thoſe accidents, by 
< thus lending it to God, where we may be ſure to find it ready at 
© our greatelt need, and that too'with improvment ar.d increaſe? In 
© which reſpect it is,that the Apoſtle compares almes to Seed2 Cor. 
©9.10. We know itis thenature of Seed that is ſowen, to multipiy 
and increaſe ;and ſo do all our aCts of Mercy,they return not tin- 


 ©gle,and'naked to us, but bring in their ſheaves with them,a moſt 


© plenteous and bountifnl harvelt. God deales not with our almes, 
© as we too often do with his graces, wrap themup in a napkin, 'fo 
© that they ſhall never bring inany advantage to us, but makes us 
© molt rich Returns. And therefore we have allreaſon,moſt cheer- 
©fully,yea-joyfully,to ſet to this duty,which wehave ſuch invitati- 


* onsto, as well in reſpeCtof our own 1zrereſt, as our Neighbors 


© needs. Thus. 
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Thus have you the truth of the point proved both by diviac, and 


humaneteſtimonies, - I ſhould now. proceed to give you ſome 1n- 
ſtances for the farther confirmation thereof.But ] muſt beſeech you 
firit to take theſe two Canrtions. 

I. Not to aſcribe the reward to any merit of your good works, but 
only to the free grace, and rich mercy of God,, It is his rich mercy, 
that we have wherewithallto give,and his free grace,that we have 
an heart to give, and his abundant goodneſs, that he accepteth our 
works of charity, and rewardeth them with all ſorts of bleſſings, 
both temporal, Spiritual and eternal ; tut we cannot merit any 
thing at his hand; by giving him that which is his own. 

' 2.Though our Alms-deeds are ſacrifices acceptable and welpleaſing 
unto God through Chriſt; and though ie hath bound himfelfby ma- 
ny gracious promiſes to reward the ſame toth here, and hereafter: 
yetfar be it from us to perform them meerly out of hope of reward, 
but rather for conſcience-ſake, in obedience ro the command of God, 
(who hath required them atour hands, ) and z,reſtimony of our 
thankfulneſs unto him, for what he hath graciouſly beltowed on us. 
As we are commanded to obey the Magiltrate,not ſo much for fear 
of puniſhment, and hope of reward, as fer conſcience-ſake, in obedi- 
ence to the command of God, Rew.13.5. Soought we to diſtribute 
our Alms not ſo much for the reward-ſake, as out of conſcience, for 
the Lords-ſake. | | 792 

I deny not but Chriſtiansintheir well-doing may for their en- 
couragement have reſpect to the recompence of. xeward, but not 
onely,and chiefly. The chiefand principal Ends we ſhould aim at jn 


| all our. good works, are, The glory of God,And Obedience to his com. 


mand, Our reſpect tothe recompence of reward ought tobe ſub- 
ordinateunto theſe. The truth is, This temporal reward ſhould not 
ſo much be looked on, as an argument to perſwadeus to give, but 


- as an anſwer ofan Objection again't Giving. .,''Thou wilt be-ready 


to fay, Imay want it my ſelf,or mine may want it.But do but be- 

lieve,that God will repay thee, and with overplus; and then that 

doubt willbe taken out of theway. , 
Theſe two Cautions premiſed, I thall.proceed in the confirmati- 


'-on of the point from theexamples af many charitable perſons,who 


have in temporal. mercies ve ungapaly rengnpentes for the 
- >kindneſs' they have -ſhewed-'to:the Minit 


rs and Members of 
Chriſt, "NS. = ">." _ 
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The wildow of $zreprab nouriſhed theProphert Elejah in her-tiouſe 
during the whole titre 6ffarnime 221d bow did the Lord abundantly 
recommpenfe this her <harity.;by his'miracu'onspreferving and-en- 
crexfing ter mealandoyl, whereby her family was no6urithed. As 
atfo by 'reſtor tig'her Son to life again, after his Soul was departed ? 
1 Kin 17.22, And by cauſing the Prophcr to contiriue with her 
many Moneths, to feed her "081 with fpiritual,asthe had his-body, 
with carnalfoed - | | | 't 

How abtindantly was'the Shimamite's kindneſs to the Prophet E- 
Uſha,recompenſed ? 

1. Bythe gift of aSon after long barrenneſs. 

2. By Yeftor ing her Son to life again when be was aead.2 King, 16, 

3. Byforewarni#7 her of a fanme approaching, 2 Kins.$.1,q. 

4. By the're ſtoring of her'bouſe andtand, oft in her long abſence, 
by reafor of the famnire,2 King :4.28. 

Notable is'the#mitance of Fob. What a mercifulman he was, 
wemay read chap.29.12,13,;15. 7 delrvered the poor that cryed, 
anl the futherleſs ,urtd him that had none to help him, The bleſſing 
of bim-rhat ws reaidy to perrſivcame upon me, and 1 cauſed the wid- 


' dow beter to firo for Joy. Twas eyes rothe blind, and feet I was to 


"the lame, T wits afuther to the poop. And chap.31.16, 522, If I 
'bave withh#ld the poor from their deſire or bave cauſed theeyes of the 
widdow to fail, or have eaten my mor{el alone, and the fatherleſs bath 
wortaren' thereof, 1 Thirve-ften anyipereſh for want cf cloatheng, or 


' 4yyptor withour covering "If bis Toyns have norbleſſedme and if be 
' were Hor warmed tpiththe' fleece of 'my fheep : Then let mine arms fall 


fam ty ſhontder-blade, aiid mine #»mbe broken from rhe bone. | have 


tranſcribed his own words'thus atlarge, that might ſet this wor- 


thy pattern before the readerseyes. 

But you will fay, whit became'of this merciful-man'? -did the 
proſper? did he flouriſh, 'and grow (great? 'who'ſo: poor as:poor 
Fob after all theſe atsof mercy ? How long after was it, that we 
'find this merciful mana miſerable wan, (trip'd makedofallthatever 
hehad ? Bur, Firlt, It was not'h# ownmtrcy, but Sathans malice 
"that brought him down : It was the Devil that et the Subears, and 
*Chatde4ns, upon him,'to plunder;and- carty away all that he had. 


And Secondly;whit becameof Fobafterwards;after Surhan haddone 


Ris wort? You may read, Shap:42.70.-8c. Thar the: Lord hard 
| Fl 
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4 Claptevity of Job.and gave him twice fo nach achelhad befereand 


hlefſed bis batter end mere than his begsuming, fo. be hai fohreeen 


thouſand fbetp, and Six thonſand Camels : « thouſand yoke of Oxen, 
and a RR ſhee afſes ; He had affo ſeven Sons,and three wangh- 
TeYS. n F 

Ait.28.7.We read how Publius the chief man of the Iland of 
AMeliral into which St. Parl,ge many athers with hin were caſt by 
Shipwrack)xeceived and lodged them'three days courteoully : and 
in thenext verſe we readhow the father of Publizs, when he lay 
deſperately fick of afeaver, andbloody-flux, was recovered by St. 
Paul, and 'reitored to his former health. Solikewiſe;the kingneſs 


which the barbarous:people of that Hand ſhewed unto Paw and his 


his fellow-Travellers,was recompenſed with the cure of many 'of 
their ſick bodies. 


To thefe Examples, recorded in Scripture, Iſhall add a few- © 


more out of ancient, and modern writings. | 
St..A ban(whom Mr. Fox in-his firit Tome mentioneth amongſt: 


the Martyrswho:-fuffered for 'the:name and cauſe of-ChriltYhaving 
Teceived a poor perſecuted Miniſter into his boufe, was by his gad- 
ly life, andgracious exhortations ſu wrought upon, that he turned 


from Hearheniſm to Chriſtianity, and at lait ſuffered as a Martyr 
for thetruth-of Jeſus Chit, as.Reda,.and others write of him. His 


:kindnels to.2 poor;per ſecuted Afonifter was recompenſed not only 


with his converſian to thetrucneligion;butlikewifewith;thehon-. 
our of:Martyrdome. 621i, 'y 2 05t100t 03418 kd 

St. .4«ftin,having ſet forth the naercifulneſs and liberality-of Cor- 
ſtanrinethegreat, faith, Bonus Dexs, Conſhentinum /Magnum:tantis 
terrens implevit muneribus,Wc.God gave Conſtantine, that Mexci- 


Full:Prince,more wealth thankeart could with,forhis;:bounty tothe: 


Poor Ang Ae Cruitare. Dei. l.5. | | 7.22 wn 
F « Dr:Afcommonid 1n his forementioned Treatiſe mentioneth-anan- 


<cient Story.out:of Gearenu, of a Fem, who upon reading thoſe: 


* words: of :Sulaywon, Pro.19.17. He that hath pity upon the:paor, 


'© lendethaento the Liord, and:tharwhioch be hathgiven.will he pay bim 
. + againgieſolvedto'try;whether God-would:beas good as his word : 


<therupon;gaveallthathethad buttwo pieces of'fibver to the ppor 
© and then waited-andexpected to ſec it come again. But being not 
<preſently anſwered in that:expeQation,grew angry,and-went:up 

| »O 
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"© ro Fernſalemto expottulate with God for not performing his pro- 
-© mife,' And going on-his way, found rwo men a ttriving, engaged 
@ in-an unreconcileable quarrel, about a Stone, that both walking 
© together hed found in the way, and ſo had both equal right to it; 
© but (veins but one and not capable of being divided) they could 


© not:'bottFenjoy : andtherefore,to makethenr friends, he having 
©rwo pieces of Silver, doth upon contract divide them betwixt the 
© Contenders, and hath the Stone in'exchange for them. Having It, 
© hegoes on his journey, and comming to Feruſalem, thews it the 
© Goldſmith who tels him, thatit wasa Jewell of great Value, be- 
©ing aStone faln, and loit outof the high-Prieſts Ephod, to whom 
© ifhe carried it,heſhould certainly receive agreatreward. He did 
© ſo,and accordingly it proved, The high-Prielt took it of him, 
© save him a greatreward, and withall ſharply reproved him for 
 <queltioning the truth of Gods promiſes, bidding him truſt God 
© thenext time. 

The ſtory of T:berius .che ſecond. 1s: pertinent to this purpoſe, 
which take in the words'of that Reverend perſon before-mentioned 
in his Sermon at the Spittle; - This T:berizs was very famous for 
his bounty to the pcor, infomuch that his wife was went to blame 
him for it, and ſpeaking to himonce, how he waſted his treaſure 
that way, he told her, He. ſhould never want money, ſo long as in 
Obedience ro Chriſts Contmand he. did ſupply the neceſſutes of the poor. 
Ahd preſently ſee-hbw providence ordered it./[mmediately- after 
he had given much this way ,under a marble table which was taken 

-up,he found a great treaſure,and news was brought him too of the 
death of one Narſes, a very rich man, who had:given his whole E- 
{tate nnto him. G1 FEEL. (23 
© Famous-is'the ſtory of that charitable Biſhop of Millain; who az 
he was travelling with his Servant,. overtook: ſome poar, people 

-1avho'beggedanalms of bim:wherupon he askeUhis-man.what mo- 
ney he had about him, whoanſwered Three'crdipns, which he com- 
manded himto'give unto them: but the ſervant thinking himſelf 
wiſer than his Maſter, gave them but two crowns, not knowing 
what occafions they mighthave for-money; before thay got /home. 
Notlong after. SomeNoblemen meeting the Hiſhop, ard; knowing 

him tobea very charitable: man,,appointed zwo hundred Crowns 

tobe paid to the Bithops Servant for his Maſters uſe. The S-r- 
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varit having received the ifioney preſently, with 
ted his Maiter therewith;whereupan ſaid the Bi 
now ſee how in wronging the poor of their due, by keeping back 
the third crown which I intended. them, thou hatt likewiſe wrong- 
ed me,'Ss emmrres aedi(ſes trecemtagaccepiſſes &c. If thou hadit g1- 
ven thoſe three Crewns t commanged thee to give, thou, had-t re- 
ceivedthree hundred Crowns whereas now. I have but two. Melanc, 
apud Fob, Manliumin Loc.Com. 

It iz recorded of Fary the wife of Alexander Ferneſe, Prince of 
Parma,thatbeing childleſs, the conceived an hope,that if ſhe would 
take into her houſe ſome Orphan,or poor mans child,and there train 
him up, God would bettow a Son upon her. . Whereupon ihe took 
a poor mans Soninto her care, and gave order for his education 
and according to her expectation, at nine Moneths end ſhe was de- 
livered of-a Son, 

Suitable likewiſe to this point is the ſtory of one Foha Srewarr 


Provolt of Aire in Scor/and,; who was eminent for piety & charity. 


He hada conſiderable eſtate left him by-his Father;of which he gave 
a great part tvthe poor and other charitable uſes. To paſs by many, 
I thall mention only one. His heart on a time being much effected 
with the wants and neceſſiticsof many.,of Gods p-ople,who wer in 
a ſuffering condition, he ſendeth for divers of them to Edinburgh, 
wherebeing met,and ſome time ſpentin prayer,he made them'pro- 
miſeriot to reveal what he was about todo,ſolong as he lived ant 
then told them he was not ignorant in-whata low condition many of 
them were,and therefore he had brought ſome money with him to 
lend each of them, yet ſoas they ſhould never offer to repay it till he 
required the ſame; Soon after this,ſuch aplague brake forth in Azr, 
the place of his abode, that trade much, decayed,and he himſelf with 
others were reduced toſtraits. W herupon Some of the Prophane in 
that placederid:d him,ſaying,that Religion had made him poor,& 
his giving ſo much to others, like a fool, had brought him:to want, 
But mark what followed. Having borrowed alittle money, he de-- 
parts from Aire to Rochel in France, where Salt and other com- 
modities being exceeding cheap for. want of trading,he adventured 
to fraught a ſhip, and loaded her upon Credit; - and then went back 
again through England unto Air in Scotland, having ordered the: 
ihip to come thither. But after long exp=ctation he wa: informed. 
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report whereof did wrt om 6 affit him, not becauſe he knew 
not how to be abafed, as wel 


reproachingof his profeſin and charity, But Soon after —_ 


The point being thus .proved by Scriptares and Exampl 
Cone we now to the Reaſons for the farther confir fon 


ceed in his remunerations,togive Evidence of his grace and boun- 
ty. Sothatnot onely no man allfit down a loſer, but ſhall be a 
great gainer in the end. God will not bein any mans debt long,but 
 whathe hathdiſ-burſed 1 his account, he will ſpeedily return 
into his boſome with advantage. Not thatthe liberality of the rich 
doth merit.any thingat the hand of God, (as\g before ſaid) but in 

| regard of the promiſes of God,madeto all them Who infaith apply 
themſelves to the practice of good work;. by | 
May be taken from the faithfulneſs and vi breouſneſs 
ho having in his word graciouſly promiſed abundantly to 
enſe, and reward our beneficence, his faithfnine(s and 
eouſncſs ingagerh him to make good what he hath promiſed ; 
that he canaot but be as good as his word. Men may be forward 
in 
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Daniel Waldow Eſquire, Citizen and Mercer, who was choſen 
Alderman of Londen, is a further proof of this Doctrine before laid 
down. 1 could from mine own experience ſpeak much of his 
beanty and charity; as allo of that plentiful eftate wherewith God bleſ= 
"ur him therupon. Butl ſhall rather giveit you in the words of that 

oly man, and bleſſed ſervant of Chriſt in the work of the Miniſtry, 
Mr. James Nalton, now with God, who was more intimately ac- 

uainted with Mr. Faldow, and therefore the more fitto preach his 
f uneral Sermon, and to ſet forth his life for our Imitation. His 
words aretheſe, He was a man eminent, and exemplar) in the grace 
of Charity; as appeared by hu great bounty manifeſted on every occaſion. 
Never any good man, Ainifter cr other, came to propound any work of 
Charity, pxblickor private, that needed to do any more than to propuund 
it : © Fir his heart was ſo ſet upon works of mercy, that he prevented im- 
portunity, by his Chriſtian and Heroick liberality. He made nomore 
of orvirg ten pomnas to a work of Charity, than many other rich men make 
of giving ten ſhillings. His Charity had two ſiugular concomitants, 
which made it the more remarkable andpraiſe- wb 

1. Hedidgood while he lived : He carryea his Lanthorn before him : 
He made his own hands hes Executors, and his own eyes his Overſeers. 
Some will part with their riches when they can keep them no longer : This 
z5 like a Cut-parſe, that being eſpyed or purſued, will drop a purſe of 
gold, becauſe he can keep it no longer. But to be doing good in our life- 
time, while we have opportunity; this is an att of Faith, and an evi- 
dence that we can truft God with our eſtate, and our children, that he 
will provide for them, when our heads are laidin the grave. 

2. He diſpenſed his Charity ſo ſecretly, without any ſelf-ſeeking, or 

phariſaical vain-glory, that his left hand did not know what his right 
hard did. Therefore did he often go with an hundred pounds under his 


cloak to ſome godly friends, deſiring them to diſtribute it amongſt (uch 


honeſt poor people as ſtood in moſt need of relief. 


In brief, He did ſo much good while he lived, as if he meant to have 


nothing to ao when he died: And yet he gave ſo largely when he came 
t0 dye, as if he had done no good when he lived. 

Many, 1 know, are apt toſay, they have many children, avid therefare 
cannot give. Sohad Mr. Waldow ; He had nine children alive at 
his death, but the providing for them was no obftrultion to his Charity, 
nor prejudice to his Children, but did rather email a bleſſing upon thens. 

| E Mr. 
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: Mr. Zohn Walter, Citizen and Draper of Loudon, was ſignally | 
charitable, not. only. at his death, but.in the whole courſe of his f 
life, even from his younger years. For the avoiding of vain-glory, | 
his manner was, to ſend conſiderable ſumms of mony to ſeveral Y 
poor families, by the hands of others, in whoſe faithfulneſs he \, | 

. could confide. Whereupon God did not .only bleſs him with a 
large eſtate, but likewiſe gave him ſuch contentedneſs therein, that 
he ſate down abundantly -ſatisfied; and made 2a ſolemn vow and 
promiſe unto God, that he would give the ſurpluſage of his eſtate, | 
whatever it was that for the future ſhould accrew unto him h 
from hiscalling and employments,to charitable uſes. That you may I 
be aſſured of the truth thereof, I have here given you his own ex- . 
preſhons tranſcribed out oſhis laſt Will and Teſtament, whichare | 
as follow. | 
T thought fit to declare, that abont twenty years paſt,, when the '\ 
Lord had entruſted me with a convenient eſtate, ſufficient to maintain \ 
1) charge, and afford fit portions for my wite and children after my h 
deceaſe;, I reſolved that what further eſtate the Lord ſhonld bepleaſed 
to entruſt me with, to beſtow the ſame on charitable uſes. 
After this vow finding his eſtate wonderfully encreaſed, he began ; 
to build Al/ms-houſes; one in the Pariſh of St. George in Southwork ; 
another in St. Mary Newington; becauſe in thoſe Pariſhes he ob- 

. Terved, there were many blind, lame, difirefſed poor people, and 
neveran Alms houſe inthem, Helikewiſe built a Chapel neat one \ 
of his Alms-houſes for the poor people to ſerve God in daily. Ha- 
ving built his Aims-howſes, with the poors ſtock, he bought Laras, 
and Hoxſes of Inheritance, which he ſettled upon the Company of , 
Draper-, as for the relief and ſupport of his A/ms-people, after his 
deceaſe; ſo-for theperforming other charitable vice mentioned in 
his aft Will and Teſtament, While he lived, he was wont to go 
himſelf once a month to his A/ms-houſes in his worſt clothes(that he, 
might not be ſuſpected to be the Founder of them)and gave unto | 
the poor people their promiſed allowance. Doubtleſs, that is the 
beſt Charity, which 1s like, hath the ſeveral freams thereof ſeen, Y 

| butthe fountain concealed. . Having built his Aims houſes; and en- 
dowed them with agoodrevenew'; then with the remainder of his 
poor s ſtock, (which daily encreafed. through God's bleſſing upon his 
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pains and endeavours inhis calling) he reheved pooy people, and fa- 
milies with conſiderable ſumms of mony; and gave much bread 
weekly to the poor of ſeveral Oxt-Pariſhes. All this he did whileſt 
yet living; beſides what he gave uponthe like account at his death, 
which was alſo very conſiderable, as further appears by his Will. 
Nothwithſtanding all which, he gave and left to his Wife and his 
two Daughters about ten thouſand pounds. This queſtionleſs is. 
the ſureſt way to have our WILLS performed, to ſee them per- 


I 


* formedinour life-time; in regard that many Execators prove Exe- 


cationers of WILLS. 


am Penner Eſquire,Citizen and Merchant of London, a per- 
ſon wholly compoſed of Afercy and goodneſs, bounty and Hiberality, 
which\he expreſſed in the whole courſe of his life, even from his 
fxſt ſetting upin the world, Many years before hisdeath,he turned 
great part of the ſtock wherewith he traded, into Lands of Inheri- 
tance, tothe value of four hundred pounds per aynum; and being emi- 
nently charitable, he lived asfrugally as he could, ſpending about 
ndred pounds a year upon himſelf, wife and family ; and the 
remainingpart of his incomes, he wholly beſtowed on charitable 
uſes; have been informed by thoſe who lived long with him, 
and were nearly related to him. | 
To give youa clear demonſtration of his Chriſtian Charity, and. 
of God's recompencing the ſame unto him here in this life with tem- 
poral bleſſings; 1 ſhallrecite ſome of his Legacies bequeathed in his 
laſt Will and Teſtament, to charitable uſes, paſſing by ſuch as he + 
gave to his rich kindred and acquaintance. £7 
To poor Miniſters, Widdows, and others in diftreſs, about 1 5ol. 
To four of his poor Tenants 201. © REES 
Likewiſe 800]. to be laid ont here in Wollen Cloath, or other com- 
__—_ tobe ſent to New-England, for the uſe of his poor kindred 
Fere. : 
He gave to certain Truſtees Lands to the valne of twenty pojends per 
annum, ro. pay for the teaching of forty , Boys at School. . © 
ToBriftol 541. per annum towards the' maintenance of 4 School- 
maſter, and Leftnvey,; topreach a weth-4ay Lefure there; and, tqothir 
charitable uſes. | | a eg | 
He likewiſe ſettled 201. per annum on Truſtees, for the teaching of 
; f E.2 forty 
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forty poor children in or near W hite-Chappel: 4nd 40s. yearly to buy 
Bibles for ſome of the children. es 

Hegave 121. per annum for the maintaining a School at the Hay in 

Brecknockſhire : Ard 40s. more yearly to buy Books for the Scholars. 
4s alſo10l. per annum for the maintenance. of poor d;ſtreſſed people 
the Hoſpital of Bethlehem i» London. - 

And 101. per annum. toten of the blindeſt, oldeſt and pooreſt Cloath- 
workers, at the diſcretion of the Maſters, Wardens and Aſciſtants of 
the ſaid Company for the time being. 

Hegave 40l. perannum to Chriſt-Church Hoſpital,for the placing 
out foxr childrenyearly : And 4.05. more yearly to buy each of the chil- 
dren a Bible. | 

Beſides theſe, he gave to his. poor kindred above two thouſand pounds 
Lyhis Will. | | 
 Andby a Codizel annexed thereuntohe bequeathed to certainTruſteces 
athouſand pounds to be given to honeſt poor people; as alſo 3001. for 
releaing poor priſoners; which ſumms have been paid into the hands of 
the Trulices by Ar. Richard Loton, and Michael Daviſon Eſq; who 
zo their honour have appraved themſelves faithful Executors to this cha- 
ritable Will. | : 


Thomas Arnold, Citizen and Haberdaſher of London : At his firſt 
ſetting up for himſelf, his ttock was not great ; but being charitably 
diſpoſed, and ready to every good work, his eſtate, through God's 
bleſſing, very. much encreaſed. 

His Charity in hislife-time appeared not only by his forwardneſs 
to communicate to the relief of ſuch, whom he ſaw in want; but 
likewiſe by his frequent enquiring of others, after ſuch poor people 
as were over-burthened with yy or otherwiſe diſtreſſed. Yea, 
he hired men with-money, to make it their buſineſs to find outho- 
neſt poor people, on whom he might beſtow his Charity ; and like- 
wiſe did entruſt-others with confiderable ſumms of money, to di- 
ſtribute amonſt the pooreſt ſort, charging them to have ſpecial re- 
Tpect to the honeſt poor, ſuch whom they conceived did truly fear 
God. That he was no loſer, but a.gainer by his /zberality, appear- 
th, in that God ſo blefſed him in his Calling, that he attained to 
an Alderman's eſtate, and was choſen to that Office. Yea, he gave 
over his Calling in the City, and withdrew himſelfinto the Ry; 
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that he migt t the better mind God, and the concernments of his 
ſoul more, and the world with its concerns lefs; . \-.. | 
Zobn Clark., Dotter of Phyſick, one. of great repute for his Learn- 
ing, as op Chariy : Some while Preſident of the Colledge of Phy- 
ficians. His cuſtom was, tolay by all his Lord's-Day fees, aga ſacred 
ſock for charitableuſes; devoting that entirely to God, which he 
received on his day ; accontingit apiece of ſacriledge to appropri- 
ate it to himſelf, or any common uſe: whereupon the Lord was 
pleaſed ſo to proſper him in his Calling, that thoughat firſt his pra- 
tice was little, and his eſtate not very great, yet afterwards his pra- 
| ice ſoencreaſed, and the world ſo flowed in upon him, that he 
| lived plentif ully & comfortably,& gave to his children liberal portions. 
The like alſo was practiſed by Fohn Bathurſt, Dottor of Phyſich, 
with whom] was very well acquainted : . His Lord's-Days fees were 
conſtantly kept as « bank for the poor, and wholly devoted to,and im- 


1 ployed for their nſe ; which was ſo far ſrom leſſening his incomes, 
that by the bleſſing of God upon his praQtice, they weregreatly in 
\ few years augmented by it. For though at his firſt coming to Lox- 


don, he brought little eſtate with him, and here had ſmall acquain- 
tance, Torkhire being his native Country, where he had ſpent his 
former daies; yet the Lord was pleaſed ſoto proſper him in his CaF 
ling, that in twenty years time he purchaſed Lands of Inberitance, to 
the value of a thouſand pornas per annum, to ſpeak what I know to be 
F certain; For in the repute of ſome, fiis eſtate at his death was no leſs 
4 than two thouſand pounds of yearly value. | 
5 Dr. Edmond Trench likewiſe obſerved the fame courſe, 2s hts 
wife, and divers other friends of his do teſtifie. And certain it is, that 
this was no damage, but a great advantage to him:. For he had as 
many Patients as his weak body would permit him to viſit. And, 
though he lived at a full and plentiful rate, frequently and cheer- 
fully entertaining Miniſters and Scholars at his Table; yet did he 
gain a very conſiderable eftate, which he left to his wife and chil- 
dren ; in whom not only his memory, but his Piety ſtill ſurvives. 

I have good ground to believe, that many other Phyſicians do 
make conſcience of this duty ; but oh that all would do the like ! 
certainly they would beno /oſers thereby at the years end, but find 
God's bleſſing upon their Calling and Eſtates proſpering them in 


both, 
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And hereto:meoceurs a Ca. e of Conſcience worthy to be enqui- 
redinto, viz. Yhether Phyfirianc may lawfully quotas mito their 
own private uſe their Lord s-Dayes fees; 1 mean, thoſe fees which they 
receive fromtheir Patients on the Sabbath day ? | 

I deny not but works of mercy may, and ought to be done on that 
day; for, faith the Lord, Matrh. og. 13. will have mercy, and nt 
ſacrifice ; that is, mercy rather than ſacrifice. And Idenynot, bur, 
of the richer ſort eſpecially, they may receive their fees for their 
pains. But I muchqueſtion whether they may. appropriate thoſe fees 
to themſelveh; In regard the Lord hath afforded vs fix daies of ſeven, 
wherein we may and ought to follow our Callings,for our own live- 
lihood, and of thoſe who belong unto us; but hath ſanified and (et 
apartthe Chriſtian Sabbath for his own honour and ſervice : And 
tierefore it ſeemeth but'reafonable that what accrews unto us on 
that day, ſhould be ſet apartandimployed for his more immediate 
uſe and ſervice, But 1 willnotimpoſethis as a neceflary duty, at 
leaſt uponal, in regard that cixcumſtance may vary; but leave it at 
preſent to the determination of their own .conſciences who are moſt 
concerned therem. wt | 

Samuel Duncheof Pmſey,'in the County of Berks, Eſquire, a perſon 
that according to the Apoſte's rule, did good to all, but eſpecially to 
thoſe of the hoſhold of Faith: His cuſtom was to ſend monys yearly 
to teveral Towns, as to Srowupenthe Wooldsin Glocefter ſhire, to 


' Norliche,to Lamburn,and othersnothere mentioned, tor the relief 


of their poor. And upon the lat here named, he fettled Lands of 


| Taheritance for ever for thefamemnſe. And to:Rww/enin Hampſoire 


: and many other Tow ns tog 
thelike bounty. | 


he gave by Deed uporthe like account a Leaſe-of 99;years tv com- 
OE ENT Mtinspobpte, lads Be wed act 4; 
I'd is ; 115-peo e, yl u S 1H ©, wee ty Yee] Trom Mm, 
ry ns rogotherwith-them, were large ſharers in 
* *eeveralpoor children of the ſaid, Towp,and likewiſe of thoſe be- 
0 Parridgdewhe'ſet to School;and did-not only pay for their 


longing to { Tot 
teaching, *but allo furniſhed' themountyall ſuch; books as were fit 
tid convenient for them.” He alſo caufed ſeveral;good books to be 


ret athis'6wn tharse, which the\fteelygave tothe; poor, that 


We 
They mightkhe better! © encourayged:t60 read;andrto acquathtthem- 
' ſelves with the concerns of another and better life. *BO8 
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He further gave conſiderable fumms.of money yearly for.the con- 
ſta.c ſuppply of ſuchgodly Miniſters ashe knew to be in want : And 
upon ſeveral of them he ſettled confiderable Annnities, 10 /.20/. per 
annum for their lives, beſides ſuch Legacies which were not ſmall, 
that he gave to ſome of them athis death. | | 

Beſides all this, his hand was ever-open and ready to diſtribute 
when ever any fit occaſion was offered to him; yea, fuck was the en- 
largement of his heart, and tenderneſs:of hisbowels,” that he could 
hardly paſs by any whomhe judged due objects of his Charity, but 
he freely and bountifully contributed to ther relief. * 

Thus did this pious Gentleman honour God with his ſubſtance, 
and adventure upon the royal Prophet's words, i#:caft his bread upon 
the waters; Wwhichthough the unbelieving:workd accounts but folly, 
and uſually reckon it amongit theirloſſes; yet he tothis advantage, 
according to the promiſe thereto annexrd, found it again not after 
man) aaies: This bread, like theloaves with which Chrift fed the 
multitude, was multiplyed in his hands, and his oyle encreafed by 
pouring out. He was but a younger Brother, and theEſftate ſettled 
upon him was but 800 /. per az»wm, or thereabouts: And yet not- 
withſtanding,l had almoſt ſaid, this exceſs of Charity,bis Eflate was 
ſo far from being ruined,or in the leaſt impaired, as that not only the 
ſame bare meaſure he received, but mach greater, preſſed down, aud 
running over, was meeted out to him and his poſterity. So ſignally did 
Godin this life reward his Charity, wiſely ordering by his good pro- 
vidence,that one way or other large handfuls;as over-meaſure,were 
from ſeveral hands thrown into his buſhel. There is now left to his 
Heirs an Eſtate of more than the double value of what he reccived 
from his Father, beſides the portions which he gave to all his Dawgh- 
ters, fivein number, which were very conſiderable, to ſome of them 
more than 2000 /. 

And here I hopel may,without offence, or vain glory,takeliberty 
to mention, amongſt others, the Charity and Liberality of my dear 
and hononred Father Dr. william Gonge,late Paſtor of Black fryers, - 
London, who was eminent as in other graces, ſo in that of Charity ; 
Fromhiml firſt heard, The tenth part of a rich mans. eſtate to be a fit 
proportion to be devoted and dedicated to God for charitable uſes. But 
though he commended that to others;yet by what I find in ſome pa- 
pers Written with his own hand,I may truly ſay,He gave the ſeventh 

part 
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| part of "all his "ck comings in, towards ' the maintaining poor - 


Scholars at the Univerſity, and the relieving poor families, and di- 
ſtreſſed perſons. And how wonderfully God bleffed.as his AfGni/tr), 
ſo his outward Eftate,is ſo well known to all who lived in his daies, 
that I ſuppoſe it needleſs for me to ſay any thing thereof; only I 
may truly apply unto him the words of the P/al/mift, He was ever 
merciful and lending, and his ſeed is bleſſed 

Many more inſtances of the like nature might here be added; 
ſome of perſons who are now with joy reaping in the other world 
the bleſſed fruit of that ſeed which : wid had fo plentifully fown in 
this : Others of perſons yet living amongſt us, ſome of which have 
acknowledged tome, That God hath already rewarded them any hun- 
dred-fold for what they have lent to him, by giving it to his poor. Bur 
theſe —_— mentioned, may be abundantly ſufficent to evidence 
the truth in hand, andto encourage and provoke us in imitation of 
thoſe Worthies, to a more ready and conſcientious practice of this 
Sreat duty, ſoeſſential to Chriſtianity, ſo well pleaſing to God, ſo 
creditable to our profeffion, ſo beneficial, not only in order toovr 
eternal happineſs, but our, preſent. gain, comfort and proſperity 
here on earth. | 

- The Point being thus proved by Scriptures and Examples, Come 

wenow to the Reaſons for the further confirmation thereof 

I. Reaſon. ww be taken from the goodvieſs and bonnty of God, which 
isſuch, that hewill not ſuffer any work of Charity,ſhewed to any of 
his Miniſters, or Children, to paſs away unrewarded, without a full 
recompence. -W hereupon ſaith David, Pfal. 62. 12. Unto thee, O 
Lerd, belongeth mercy, - for thou rendreſt to every man according hes 
work, Though God doth not render a reward to any man fur hz5 
work done, yet doth he renderto every. man according to his work, Yea 
God doth alwaies exceed in his remunerations, to give evidence of 


his grace and bounty. God will not be in any mans debt long, but 


what he hath diſ-burſed upon his account, he will ſpeedily return in- 
tohis boſome with advantage. 

2. Reaſon 2. Afay be taken from the faithfulneſs and righteonſueſs 
of God, who having in his word graciouſly promiſed abundantly to 
recompence and reward our ;beneficence , his faithſulneſs and 
righteouſneſs ingageth him to make good what he hathpromiſed ; 
So that he cannot but be as good as his word. Men may be forward 
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in-promifing, but ſlow in performing : but with God, who is the 
true and faithful one, diiF#m er fattum, ſaying and doing, areboth 
alike, All bis promiſes are Tea and Amen in Chriſt Feſus. Heb.6. 


10. ſaith the Apoſtle, God #5 not unrighteons to forget your work, and 


labour of love, which ye have ſhewed towards his name, in that ye have 
Miniftred to the Saints, and do Miniſter. Here the Apoſtle argueth 
a certainty of reward to thoſe who miniſter any thing to the Saints, 
from the righteouſneſs of God, even becauſe he is righteous, and 
therefore will not fail to do what he hath promiſed. He is not 
unrighteousto FORGET, that is, he will righteouſly remem- 
ber ; and Gods remembring, ſignifies the ſame as recompencing : 
as he will remember ſinners by recompencing their evit ways upon 
their own heads, fo he will remember his Saints by returning the 
good that they have done into their own boſomes. 

The more to afſure us of ſuch kind of remembrance from God, 
the holy Ghoſt mentioneth certain books, or roles of remembrance 
written before God,wherein the merciful deeds of his ſervants are 
recorded, So that it is no more poſſible that ſuch as are charitably 
benign,and helpful to the poor Miniſters,and people of God ſhould 
loſe their reward, than that God himſelf ſhould ceaſe to be righte- 
ous, or be forgetful of his word. 

3.Reaſon. May be taken from ſeveral metaphorical expreſſions uſed 
zn Scripture, by which Alms-giving ts repreſented to us; all which 
imply not onely a certain return, but that with increaſe, as S O W- 
ING,and LEN DING, and that upon Uſury. 

1. We find it ſet forth in Scripture by SOW I NG, 2 Cor 9.6. 
He which ſoweth ſparingly, ſhall reap ſparingly : and he which ſoweth 
bonntifully , ſhall reap bountifully. This proverbiall ſpeech 
the Apoltle applyeth to the diſperſing of almes. Now as 
Hubandmen, who ſow their corn with a liberal hand, do uſually 
reap acropanſwerably thereunto: In like manner, ſuch Chriſti- 
ans as ihall fow their ſeed of charity with an open, plentifullhand, 


ſhall reap accordingly a plentiful crop, they ſhall find their ſeed ſo- 
wen come up with increaſe, yielding cherry, if not ſixty, or an bun- 
dred fold here, beſides eternal life hereafter. It may be,thou m_ 
not preſently reap the fruit of thy ſeed, and what wonder? Who 
is there that ſowes, who expects to reap the ſame day ? The Hus- 
bandman waiteth for his harveſt ; wait thou on the Lord,and doubt 
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not but an harvelt will come, that will pay thee both for thy ſowing, 
and thy waiting. 

2. The ſecond Metaphor, whereby alms-giving is ſet-forth in 
Scriptureits LE N DI NG, and that upon uſe, Pro.19.17. He 
that hath pitty on the poor lenderh unto the Lord, and that which he 
hath given, will he pay him again, Men that lend to men receive 
their own with increaſe : what they lay up lies dead, and poſſibly 


the Thief may break in, and itealit away ; but what they lend if 


to ſure hands, comes in with advantage. How rich do ſome Uſur- 
ers grow by this trade of lending ? And though it be a Paradox, 
that G1IUING isaricher trade than Lending, even uponuſe: 


yet tisacertain truth : for this grving is lending : and he that lends 


to. the Lord will find a greater income at the years end, then he that 
lends to the beſt of men. Therefore as one-well ſaith, Eleemoſyna 
20n eſt divitiarum diſpendiun,ſed diteſcend; potins compendium,queſt- 
uſy; omnium uberrimus; Giving to the poor is not the way to waſt 
our wealth, but the art of thriving,and the moſt compendio1s courſe 
toattain unto riches. Though our alms-deeds ſeem ( as the ſeed 
ſown) to periſh, and rot; yet beheving what we ſee not, we ſhall 


 afſuredly ſee, what we believe, and find (even here) ſuch a fruit- 


| be Anathema. Maranatha ; Theſe two words though both deno- 


ful increaſe, as we ſhall conclude, that Giving to charitable 


uſes is the ſureſt and ſafeſt way of getting, and thriving in the 
world. 
Thus have you the truth'of the point confirmed by Scriptures, 
Examples,and Reaſons. Come we now to the application, 

1.Uſe of Reproof of all unmerciful men,who notwithſtand.ng the 
many charges God hath laid upon.us, #0 be rich in good works, ready 
ro diſtribute willing to communicate ,to drawforth our ſouls to thehun- 
gry,to open our bowels to the needy ; and the manifold enconragements 
be hath given us in his word hereto, yet do ſhut up. their bowels of com- 
Paſſion from them, refuſing to afford them any ſuccour or relief Surely 
ſuch have no love to Chriſt:for who can ſay he loves the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt in truth and ſincerity, when he ſuffers his Miniſters & mem- 
bers to want neceſſaries, even food and rayment ? Is this. thy love 


to Chriſt to ſuffer him to ſtarve ? It isevident thou loveſt thy mo- 


ney more than Chriſt, and ſo-commeſt under that fearful Anathe- 
»a, 1 Cor.16.22. If any love not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, let him 
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ing acurſe;are of two ſeveral languages. The former word Ana- 
thema, is a Greek, word ſignifying accarſed; So it is uſed Rom.g.3. 
Gal.1.8. The latter is a Syriack, word,as Beza obſerveth in his An- 
notations on 1 Cor.16.22, yet frequently uſed by the Fews : it 
ſignifieth,Our Lord cometh. Maran is Our Lord,and atha cometh; 
intimating that ſuch as were under this curſe, were to expect no 
mercy, but to look for the dreadful coming of Chriſt to take ven- 
seance of thEm. So that, as St. Fames ſpeaketh, chap.z. 13. Such 
ſhall have Fudgment without Mercy, that ſhewed no mercy. How do 
they think to find mercy from Chriſt who never ſhewed mercy to 


him, andhis/ 


I will not condemn all for unmercifulneſs (God forbid I ſhould ) 
many thereare(and1 would to God they were more) whodo con- 
tribute bountifully to the neceſfities both of Miniſters, and other 
poor Saints of God. Butyet I have too great cauſe to ſay, that 
the greateſt part of rich men amongſt us have their hearts hardened 
and their bowels ſhut up, that they cannot compaſſonate their 
wants ;, and their hands withered, like his inthe Goſpel, that they 
cannotreach them out to any good uſe. 

Oh that ſuch would conſider, that unmercifulneſs is a greater 
ſin than they do imagine. It was one of Sodoms {ins which fetched 
down fireand brimſtone from heaven upon them, and all their chil- 
dren, Ezek,16.49. Uncharitable men are curſed as in their life ſo 
at their death-but moſt curſed will they be at the day of Judgment. 
Being barren fruitleſs trees in Gods. Orchard, they ſhall with 
- barren fig-tree be ſurely cut down,and caſt into unquenchable 

re. 

More particularly to ſhew you the miſeries of uncharitable per- 
ſons. 

1. They are accurſed here in every thing : all they have is curſed : 
So much is implyed-in that expreſſion of our Saviour, Luke 11.41. 
Give alms of ſuch things as you have, and all thinss are clean unto 
you, but without alms-giving nothing is clean untoyou, that is,no- 
thing is bleſſed, and ſanctified unto you, but all things are defiled 
and curſed. Not only your crofle; are curſes, but your bleſſings are 
curſes unto you. So God threatneth, #0 curſe their very bleſſings, 
Meal.2.2. Though thou enjoyelt abundance ofthis worlds goods, 
yet ſo long as thou-art hard-hearted to the poor and needy, the 
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8 curſe of God cleaves to thy ftore, and abundance. Oh how ſad and 
lamenrable muſt thy condition needs be, when thoſe things which ; 
are notonly bleſſings in themſelves,but likewiſe bleſſed untoothers, , 
ſhould becurſed unto thee / Surely,To be thus accurſed is miſery | 
enough, .. | 

2: 4 the unmerciful are curſed here, ſo ſhall they be curſed here- 

after. Jam.2.13. He ſhall bave Fudgment without mercy, that 

hath ſhewed no Mercy. Such as have ſhut up their bowels of com- 
paſſion againſt the neceſlities'of the poor, God will ſhut up his bo- 

wels of compaſſion againit them, and let forth his fury upon them, 

they ſhall have their portion in his plagues, and indignation, with- 

out the leaſt drop of pitty or Mercy, And at the day of judgment 

. Chrift will ſay 'unto them, Aarh.25.41.. Depart from me ye curſed 

- snto everlaſting fire, prepared for the Devil and hs Angels; There's 
. their doom, and why ? For I was an hungry, and ye gave me no | 
meat, 1 was thirſty, and ye gave me no drink, Ohdreadful ſentence! 
every word whereof carieth much terrour in it, and breatheth no- | 
thing but fire, and brimſtone. What! muſt they depare from Chriſ® | 
the fountain of bliſs and happineſs ? and into everlaſting fire? Ah | 

wretches / curſed indeed. Foras the Prophet ſpeaketh 7/a.33.14. 
: Who can dwell with devouring fires * who can dwell with everlaſting 

5k burnings? An everlaſting feaver,or an but aneverlaſtingtooth-ach, 
were a miſery unſpeakable. But what are theſe to the /yins in that | 
lake which burneth with fire and brimſtone ta all eternity ? Oh me- | 
. thinks, thename of everlaſting fire, and everlaſting burnings ſhould | 
awaken all uncharitable men out of their ſecurity, and ſtir them up | | 
without any farther delay to bewail their former unmercifulneſs, + \ 
to beg the pardon thereof,and unfeignedly to reſolve, willingly to ! 
giveout of theirſtore towards the reliefof the poor, proportionably | | 


to what God hath graciouſly beſtowed on them. It may: be, thou 
haſt a plentiful portion of this worlds goods ; but oh, what, will it 
profit thee to live plentifully here, and to be eternally miſerable 
hereafter ? Serioylly I cannot but ſtand amazed to conſider, how | 
men who do believe the words of Cliriſt to be true, That all un- | 
charitable men ſhall by him at the laſt day be ſentenced into ever- | 
laſting burning for their not feeding the hungry, nor cloathing the 

naked; and yercan be To hard-hearted, as notto hearken to the cry 


of the poor. 
3. The 
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3. The miſery of uncharitable perſons appeareth in this, That the 
wants und neceſſities of the poor cry loud to heaven againſt them,God 
hath dealt bountifully with thee loading thee with his henefits,(as the 
Pſalmiſt ſpeaketh, P/a.68. 19. ) and hath given thee not only food 
and raiment; things ueedful, and neceſſary, but an abundance, an 
afluency of outward things, even all things richly to enjoy : but 
how many of Chriſts Miniſters and members are in great want, not 
having wherewithall to ſatisfie their own and childrens hunger ? 
whoſe miſerics like the blood of Abelcry unto God for vengeance 
againſt thee, ſaying, Lord,there are not a few who have enough and 
to ſpare, a liberal portion of this worlds goods, with Dives they fare 
[umpruouſly every day : but what are we thy wanting ſervants the 
better for them? who of us are warmed with their fires,or clothed with 
their rayment, or ſo much as partake of the crums of their table ? we 
are ready to periſh for want, when they are ſurfeited with their abun- 
dance. Is the bleſſing ef them that are ready to periſh like to come up- 


on them ? wilt not thou uudge them © Lord ? Certainly,theſe bitter / 


and lamentable complaints cry loud'in the eares of the Almighty 
againſt ſuch unchriſtian and inhumane miſers. Beware of thecry 
of the poor againſt you : If thou wilt not hear their cries unto thee, 
God will hear their cries againſt thee. 

4. Thy unmercifulnefſi to the poor will provoke God to rejett thy moſt 
__ exerciſes; Pro.21.13. Whoſo ſtoppeth his eares at the cry 
of the poor, he alfo ſhall cry himſelf, but ſhall not be heard, Tn which 
words Solomon hinteth to us two things. | 

1. That unmerciful men, ſuch as turn away their cars from the cry 
of the poor, ſhall fall into ſuch miſeries as will bring them to their 
knees, & make them cry ſooner or latter, Herein this world world- 
ly men ſometimes make many prayers, and their religion they 
hope will make amends, for their inhumanity atleaſt. And in the 
world to come they ſhall follow their fellow Dzves in his infer- 
nal devotion. 

2.Thouzh they cry,yet they ſhall not be heard:whether they cry here 
upon their death-beds for mercy,or hercafter in Hel for eaſe, they 
ſhall not be heard. A notable inſtance hereof we have in Dives, 
who though he cryed not here, yethe crycd in.hell, ſaying, Father 
Abraham have Mercy on me, and ſend Lazarus, that he may dip the 
tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue, for I am tormented Fr 

this 
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this flame, Luk. 16.24. But was he heard ? was his requeſt grant- 
ed ? 'twas but a ſmalrequeſt, but yetitis denyed. Becauſe he de- 
nied crumbs of bread here in this life to the poor, he was denied a 
drop of water in Hel. | 


And as thy prayers are rejected by God, ſo likewiſe will it bein 


vain for thee to hear the word, or come to the table of the Lord. All 
thy religion will be in vain, ſhall I ſay ? Nay it will be an abomi- 
nation to the Lord, whilit rhat accurſed thing thy covetous, and 
cruel heart, which the Lord abhoreth, ( Pſal. 10.3.)remaines with- 
in thee. Think not that one duty will excuſe the neglect of another, 
that thy praying may ſerve inſtead of thine alms, that religion ſhall 
excuſe thee mercy, or thy confeſſion of thine unmercifulneſs will 
make up the matter. The Lord abhorreth thee and all thy Sa- 
crifices, whilſt the Sacrifice of a compaſſionate heart is want- 
ing. 
Oh that all uncharitable perſons would ſteep their thoughts in a 
ſerious meditation of theſe things : and as they deſire to prevent 
thoſe judgments which accompany all mercileſs men, they would 
ut in for a ſhare in the mercies of the merciful, and to that end, 
would put on bowels of pry and compaſſion towards the wants 
and miſeries of Gods diſtrefled ones, and ſtretch forth an helping 
hand towards their relief, which leadeth me to a Second Uſe, 
namely 
2. Uſe of Exhortation, to ſtir up every one who have given up their 
names unto Chriſt, to make conſcience, as of every duty comanded by 
him, ſo of this eſpecially, which he hath ſo vehemently preſſed upon us 
in bis word, and ers us unto by any ſweet aud precious pro- 
#iſcs, This work of charity is wages, and like Samſo#'s Lyon it 
carricth honey in the belly ofit. He whooutofa principle of love, 
in obedience to Gods command, ſhall open his heart and hand wide 
to the poor, ſhall find God bleſling his ſtock and ſtore, and proſper- 
ing all his undertakings. As there isa Secret curſe goes out from 
God upon the uncharitable mans eſtare, which blaſteth all his pro- 
jects, an undertakings whereby they prove altogether fruitleſs: 
So thercis a Secret bleſſing goeth out from God upon the charitable 
mans eſtate, whereby he thrives and proſpers in the world, even to 
hisown and neighbours admiration. ' | 
It is obſerved that they are the richeſt Merchants, and Citizens 
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who trade boldly : whereas they who are fearful to adventure their | 
' goods, have but ſmall returnes. Inlike manner it is found by ex- 


per ence, that ſuch Chriſtians as are moit forward to ſupply the 
wants of the poor, boldly adventuring their goods upon the wa- 
ters, do mot of all thrive, and proſper in the world. Why then 
will any man be ſo unwiſe, as to loſe his riches for fear of loſing 
them ? And not rather ſcein to loſe them that he may in truth find 
them? Theſeearthly things are affuredly loſt by keeping,and kept 
by well beſtowing them. 

What now remaineth but that you look about you, where 
you may lay out your money to your beſt advantage ? Make 
diligent enquiry after the poor Miniitters and members of Chriſt : 
Seck moreafter them than they do after you. For. moſt certain 
it is,that you get more by giving unto them, than they do by re- 
ceiving from you. And you are more beholding unto them for re- 


ceiving-your charity ,than they are unto you for giving it. Where- 


as you only relieve their bo#es, they feed your ſouls, as Pro.11.17. 
The merciful man doth good to his own ſoul, which is refreſhed with 
the mercy which he ſheweth to others. And whereas they partake 
of a ſmall quantity of your outward good things,you ſhall have the. 
ſame in kind here returned ſeven-fold into your boſomes, and at 
laſt ſhall be received into the Kingdom of heaven, prepared for all 
thoſe who have fed the hungry, cloathed the naked, and performed 
ſuch like works of charity to the poor members of Chriſt, Math. 
25.35. Sothatyou pleaſure notthe poor ſo.much by g:ving,as you 
profit your ſelves by receiving. 

Riches are a meer uncertainty,like unto a flock of birds in a mans 
field, who cannot ſay they are his becauſe they ſit there,for they rake 
unto themſelves wings, and fly away,Now in dcaling with things un- 
certain, it will be your wiſdome, 

1.T o make them as ſurc-as you car. 


2.T o make the beſt uſe of them that you can. 


1, What greater wiſdome than tomake ſure ? And what better- 


way imaginable to make ſure your eſtate, than by. putting it into 


good hands? And what fafer hands than -the hands of the Lord? ' 
Put them into the hands of Gods poor, and you thereby put them 


into Gods hands. 
As in a State Politick, the Lieger Ambaſſadors that are ſent a- 


broad: 
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| broad to lye in forreign-Kingdoms ſecure our peaceable ſtate at 
home. So what wediſperſe and ſend abroad to the poor, ſecureth 
the reſt at home.For as the poor beg of thee, ſo they beg of God 
for thee, that he would preſerve, ana bleſs thy itore : their devoti- 
ons are ſent up to heaven for thy Security, 
2. And what better uſe can you make of your riches, than by beſtow- 
ing a part of them upon the poor and needy? It being the chiefend of 
. Giving more of this worlds goods to ſome than to others, that they 
who have the greater ſtore ſhould give out thereof to them who are 
in want. Which was rypically ſignified by the 1/raelires gathering 
of Manna, which though it were rained down from heaven, yet 
the Lord would not allow, that they who had gathered more than 
was needful for themſelves, and their houſehold, ſhould hoard up 
their ſuperfluity,but enjzoyned them to communicate of their abun- 
dance to ſuch as had not enough, that ſo he that had the moſt, ſhould 
have nothing over ; and he that had the leaſt , ſhould have no lack. 
The which the Apolile applyeth to thegiving of almes out of our - 
abundance to thoſe who want,2 Cor.8. 14. _ 
By communicating of our riches to the poor, we ſhall make 
them our friends, both to give evidence for us of the truth of our 
faith and charity,and to beg a plentiful return upon us : This is the 
advice of our Saviour, Luke 16.9. Aake to your ſelves friends of the 
Aammon of unrighteouſneſs, that when ye fail, they may receive you 
into everlaſting habitations. Where, by Mammon,our Saviour in- 
tendeth the abundance of this worlds-goods, which he called 2Mam- 
mon of unrighteouſneſs, becauſe ordinarily by worldly menit is un- 
righteouſly gotten, unrighteouſly reſerved, and unrighteouſly uſed. 
This hehinteth, that his Diſciples might be the more wary about 
it, and the more careful of making themſelves friends thereof that is, 
ſo to uſe their riches by relieving the poor, as the good works done 
by them may give teſtimony of their Faith and Charity,which is the 
part of Friends. Friends are ready to give good teltimony of one 
another. The coats & garments which Dorcas made for poor wid- 
ows Atits 9.39. were ſuch friexds. But mark what follows, Make 
to your ſelves friends of the Mammon of unrighteouſneſs, chat 
when ye fail,;they may receive you into everlaſting habitations. When 
ye fazl, that is, when ye depart out of this world, they may receive 
you into everlaſting habitations, This particle T Z ET, ſome refer 
to 


By. 
In 
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being relieved call upo God to recompenſe their benetaciors, ) 
but moſt refer it to. the Riches which they beitow upon the poor, 
which, by vertue ofthe evidence that they give of the fazth and 
charity of the giver,are ſaid to receive them into everlaiting habita- 
tions. | | 
Surely, rich men have a price in their hands, wherewith to pur- 
chaſe to themſelves a good inheritance,had they but hearts to make 
uſe of it. - Though charity pretend not toany merit ex corgruo, or 
condigno,yet willit be plentifully recompenſed by God both here 
and hereafter. 

I hope you will pardon my zeal in preſſing this duty of charity fo 
much upon you: 1 do afſure you, it is notout of any deſign to take 
any thing from your ſelves, and children, but only to ſhew you the 
, ſureſt and ſafeſt way of thriving in the world; and how you may en- 

tail Gods bleTing upon your children, and ſo ſecure unto them the 
portion which you leave them, Iam willing todo you a kindneſs, 
andI ſhall doyou a great kindneſs, If I can but effectually perſwade 
you to this duty : Whatever kindneſs I may herein do to thoſe 
who need, I ſhall doa greater kindneſs to you that will be perſwa- 
ded to help themin their need ; in as much as it is a more bleſſed 
thing to give, than to receive. And therfore bear with me, ifI do 
not only offer you a kindneſs, but uſe ſuch importunity to preſs you 
to accept it. | 

The Apoſte, knowing how backward rich men- eſpecially were 

to all works of charity, adviſeth Timothy(1 Tirm.6.17.) not only 
tocommendunto them the duty, but to commandit. The expreſh- 
on of the Apoſtle is very obſervable, He doth not ſay 414i:-s de- 
clare unto them, but »aq4y/zws charge them thatare rich in this 
world, as they love their lives, and would fave their ſouls, To be 
rich in good works, As one wittily glofſeth upon thoſe words 
of the Apoſtle. © It God ſhould charge the Rocks, they would ſend 
* forth water : If the Srexes, they would become bread : If the Ra- 
© vens, they would feed Elijah : If the Quails, they would victual 
©the Camp : If the Clouds, they would rain down food from hea- 
© ven upon his poor people; will you then be more rocky than rocks? 
© moreſtony then ſtones? more ravenous than ravens?more ſcn'eleſs 

© than birds? more empty tan clouds? 
' If you berich inthis worlds goods,and be not rich in good works, 
F talk 
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talke not of your faith, for there can be no true faith without good- 
works, Jam. 2:17. Neither tell meof your religion: ſor there can- 
be no true religion in you, ſo long as you make no conſcience of 
thisduty. Pure reljc:0n; ſaith the Apoltle Fames, chap.1.27. (5 this) 
To viſit the Fatherlefs and widdows in their affiittions,and you never 
| learned other Religion of us, . 

The Lord indeed giveth us leave to eat and to drink, and to chear 
up our hearts by partaking, in ſome meaſure, of that portion he 
hath beſtowed on us : but henever allowed us to keep all unto our 
ſelves, or to ſpend it in the gratifying our ſinfull luits, but com- 
mands us to ſet apart ſome portion of our eltate for the relief of 
thoſe for whom nothing is provided; Pre.3.9. Saith the wiſe-man, 
Fonowr the Lord with thy ſubſtance. He doth not ſay, Honour thy 
ſelf with thy riches, but honour the Lord with them; as they come 
: from his grace, ſo they ſhould be uſed to his glory. Now then we 
uſe our riches to Gods glory, when in obedience to his command, 
we therewith ſupply the want,ofhis children, who will thereby be 
ſtirred up to bleſs and praiſe the name of God for his Fatherly care 
and providence over them. | ; 

Shall I yet again need to tell thee, that thy liberality to the poor 
cannot bring any loſs to thineeltate, ſeeing, The more thou givelt, 
the more thou ſhalt receive? Itis fabled of 2:4, that whatſoever 
he touched was turned into gold, But it isno fable, nor fancy, That 
the hand of charity can do it; can extract grace out of your goads, 
righteouſneſs out of riches, and heaven out of earth. The impart- 
ing of goods to ſuch good uſes, whilelt it ſeems to zmpaire, doth 
mightily :mprove what you have,to your molt ſingular advantage, 
The moreliberal any manis,the more likely he is to bea rich man: 
the mercy of God will crown his beneficence with ſuch a bleſſing of 
ſtore, that he ſhall find, He will never be behind hand wita him. Its 
nothing which the poor receive from him, in compariſon of that 
bleſſing which he ſhall receive from the Lord. It may be, thou dot 
not find thy tore thereupon preſently increaſed, yet if thou dili- 
gently obſerveſt the paſſages of Gods providence towards ee 
thou wilt ſvoner or latter find thy ſelf abundantly re-1mburſed of 
all thy disburſments, : | 

I told you before that I am willing to do you a kindneſs : and 


that it may be a kindneſs indeed, I mult farther tell you, not oaly 
| what 


way. of. Thriving. 


” 


what you ſhould do, but F/ow you muſt do it, that you may not looſe 
your reward, And if you would make ſure to be gainers b 
whatever you thus lay out, obſerve the following DIX ECT /- 
ONS, | 

I. Give your ſelves to the Lord,and with your ſehues,all that ever you 
. have, tobe ſolaidout, whether upon your ſelves orothers, as He doth 
appoint and require, | 

2'Cor.8.2. The Apoſtle boaſting of the Aacedonian Chriſtians, 

and of the riches of their liberality, tells us, ver. 5. Thar they firſt 
fave themſelves to the Lord, He that will not give himſelf to the 


Lord, is like to give but little elſe. And if he ſhould give all that 


he had, and only withhold himſelf, God will not accept, nor re- 
ward it. God will have nothing of thee, if he may not have thy 
Heart. j 

Give your ſelves for Servants to the Lord,to ſerve him with your 
Spirits firſt, and then with all that you have.Make over your ſelves 
to 'God in Chriſt to be his Covenant Servants.& thence-forth count 
and ſay of your ſelves, as the Apoſtle teacheth you,. 1 Cor.6.20. / 
am not mine own , but muſt henceforth glorifie God with my body and 
my ſpirit, yea and with all that I have, which are his. 

He knowes not what he ſays,that ſays //erve the Lord, who hath 
not firſt given hir-ſelf to himfor a ſervant;God will not be ſerved by 
Aliens. And he hath but lyed unto God, who ſays, [give my ſelf un- 
ro the Lord for a ſervant, and doth not actually ſerve him with all 
that he hath. He that hath given himſelf to the Lord, will with- 
hold nothing from kim that God will have. | 

He that will ſerve the Lord with his ſpirit, will as readily ſerve 
him with all that he hath. God that hath given us his So, how 
will be not with him freely give us all mm Rom. 1. 32? Avd that 
Man that hath given God his ſoul, will keep. back nothing frem 
Him. ' | 
Friend, thou ſayſt thou art the Zords,and.haſt devoted thy ſelfto 
him ; thou _ that thou-art Chritts, and haſt joyned thy ſelf in 
covenant untonim, reſolving to be his diſciple : but, which way 
runs thine eitate? whoſe houſeis this, theſe lands, and this mony 


which thou haſt, are thefe the Lords too ? How.is'it then that thy - 


luſtshave ſo much of them at their ſ&rvice? That thy pride hath ſo 
much, and thine appetite ſo much, or that they are all impropria- 
F 
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ted and kept by thee.to feed thy coveronſneſs ? Is all tnon haſt the 
Lords? How is it then that thou begrutcheit, or thinkeii-ſo-much. 


_ ofevery little that hz calls for from the: ? T.-ou who wilt not in 


% 


every caſe part with ſo much as God calls for, art either a Lyar, or 
a Robber. Either thou diditnot give all to God, when thou ſaydit 
thou digit, and then thou arta Lyar : or if tnou didit give ail, and 
vet will not let him have what ke calls for, but beitoweit it elſe- 
where, ten thou art a Robber, 

Obj. 4-rt ſore will ſc:y, Auſt Toive all T have to the poor, and ſo 
leave my ſelf, and my farily 10 be beggars ? Or what elſe 15 your mean- 
ing,when youſay, 7 muſ} give all to the Lord? | 

My meaning is, that you ſo give al! to the Lord, as to reſolve to 
arspoſe of your whole eftate to ſuch perſons und purpeſes, as God erders 
and appoints you, The Lord won'd have you live, and maintain 
your ſelf, aud provide for you family ſoberly, according to your 
rank and degree (ſome extraordinary caſes being excepted.) But 
ſtill you mult allow no more ro your ſelf, nor no leſs to thoſe 
in need, then is according to the will, and good-pleaſure of the 
Lord. | ; 

Some other will here pat in and ſay: But I am free and bountiful, 
and give great als:5;, 1 caſt mybread upon the waters; Igrve a por- 
zion 10 fix, andalſa to ſeven : I deviſe liberal th;ngs, I delight tu ſhey 
Adercy. | 

Dll thou ſo? 'Tis well thou dot, Gods bleſſing on thine heart 
for it: 'tis great pitty that any liberal man in the world ſhould 
loſe his reward ; and that thou maut not. loſe thine, take this 
Counſel of a friend that loves thee, Sce that thou halt fiacerely gi- 
venup thy ſelf to God as his covenant-ſervant, znd art a devoted 
Diſciple of Jefus Chriit, and that theſe thy workes of Mercy are 
done t1 purſuance of thy Covenaut, as a part of that ſervice wiich 
thou owelt and haſt vowed to thy Lord, whoſe thou art,and whoſe 
talents thou reckoneit all thou halt. And Jook-to this the rather, 
becauſe its pofſible that men of great good works may be, as of lit- 


tlecharity, ſo of little faith alſo,which is that grace which entitles 


God to us, and all we do, and'obtains our acceptance with Him, 
Firit, by faith give thy ſelf tohim, and then by charity ſerve H m 

with what thou haſt, and then doubt not ofa plentiful return, 
| UI. Offer up your gift upon. the Altar. Give your ſelves, m 
WIEN. 
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with your ſelves, all that you have, through Chriſt, unto God, Let him be 
your Altar that ſanttifies your gift:'tis through him alone you will be accept- 
ed, Eph.1.6. He hath made us accepted in the Beloved, et your Souls be 
ſprinkled with his blood, and thereby waſhed irom your blood, from your na- 
tural and contratted guilt, and pollution, and then they will bea git accep- 
table to the Lord, Do not thiak you have no more to do, but to give your 
ſelves as you are to the Lord : you have givenyour ſelves to fin, and now, 
it may be you think, you will give yourſelves back to the Lord: but know 
there is more in it than ſo, Thou art in thy ſelf a gu:lty, and defiled ſoul, 
and God will have none of thee in this caſe : Go to Chri# firit,and get him 
to cover thine unrighteouſneſs, and to cleanſe thee from thy fi'thineſs, put 
thy wretched (oul into his hands, and let him preſent itunto the Father, 

And what ever thou-giveſt with thy ſelf, rhine alms, thy bread, or thy fleſh, 
or:thy money, that thou hait for his poor; put it all into the ſame hand,'and. 
let him prefent tt:ts alſo to the Father for the uſe of his S.rvants. 

Friends, though I would have you givers yet I would not have you loſ- 
ers. I would not have you loſers, either by Saving, or by unprofitable 
Giving, _ | 

I. Ze not loſers by Saving. That's thenext way to loſe all, Ly thicking 

. toſave, arak, ep all to your ſelves. He that will fave bis life, that 1s, by not 
laying it down when God calls for it. he ſha!l loeſeit. And ſohe that will ſave 
bis eſtate, that is, by refuſing to lay it out where God would have him, he zs che 
more like to looſe al: that he hath, | | x ” 

2. Loſe not by unprofitable Beſtowing, All that is beſtowed unprofitably, 
as to thee, to whomſoever thou giveit it, which isnot given firit through 
Chritt unto God, and to his ſervants for the Lordsſake. It may be profit 
however to them, who receive it, but no- profit to,thee who giveit. Tis: 

, onely whats given to God, ard to men for Gods fake, for which God be- 
comes-debtour. | | 

III. Fetch all your als out of your hearts. Draw forth thy ſuul ro the 
hungry, If1.58.10. Give what thou give.t, 1, Orr of a wilin- beert, 24 
Ont of a compa ſionate heart. 3. Out of ath>0hy ful heart: 

I. Out of a willing heart ; Give williagly,2Cor.g 6. Eviry wan as he pune 
p: ſeth in his heart ſo let him give, net | rudy ins ly, or of neceſſity, for God low- 
eth acheer ful giver. An alms-deed in Scripture ts called a Sacreſige, ſuch a: 
Sacrificeas is well-pledſing unto God, Hcb. 1.2.16 : Todo goed, ond to com- 
municate forget net. for wita ſuch Sacrifices Cod ts well pleaſed, Now all 
our Chriſtian Sacrifices are to be frce-will Chlaticns, An aims without a 

& . Will, is a.Sacrifice withaut an heart, and will be rejected of God.. | 
| | 2. Oui 
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2. Out of a compaſſionate beart, Get a compaſſionate heart, and fetch all 
thine alms out of thine own bowe!s. 'Tis the hard-bearts of men that ſhut up 
their pwr/ſes : thou ſay'it, Thou hait not to ſpare, thou wanteſt it thy ſelf, or 
thoſe about thee may want it: Ne, thou wanteſt an heart, and that is the 
reaſon that thoſe that need, mult want thine alms, A compaſſionat heart 
would find ſomething, or other, for thoſe that arc indiltreſs, 

. Geta compaſſionate heart. God is a God of compaſſion, and his chil- 
dren are compaſſionate children, Co/l.2.12. Put on, (as the eleF of Ged)bow- 
elsof Mercy. 1 Fobn 3.17. Whoſo hath this worlds goods, and ſeeth his bro- 
ther in need, and ſhutteth up his bowels of compaſſion from him,(or is a man of no 
bowels.) how dwelleth the love of God in him ? What ever thy profeſſion, or 
thy religion be, or thy hopes be concerning it, thou hait nothing of God in 
thee, thou art none of His, who hatt no bowels. God is a God of mercy, His 
children axe all merciful children. 
Worldling, wilt thou prove thy ſelf to be zo child of God ? wouldit thou 
prove that the faith thou haſt is vain,thy religion vain, and that thou art but ' 
a pretender to the love of God,and haſt not the love of God within thee ? This 
unmercifulneſs of thine will put it out ofqueltion.If thou haſt no bowels of 
compaſſion, the love of God is not in thee, EH... 

O get a compaſſionate, and merciful heart. Haſt thou received Mercy, 
and wilt thou not be merciful? Doſt thou hope ſor mercy, and wilt 
thou not ſhew Mercy? Put thy ſelfinto thy poor brother's caſe a while, think 
how hard tis with him,think of his hunger and nakednefs,of bis preſſing ſtraits 
and miſcries, let thy ſoul go into his houſe, and fee hs naked walls, his cold 
chimney, his empty cup-board, his ſtarveling children : and thenthink again 
O how if it were thus with me Ah poor diſtreſſed creatures : how 
are they pinch'd andpin'd whilit I have enoughand abound ? O my bowels 
how can you but yern? O mine heart,how canit thou but bleed over ſuch di- 
ſtreſſed ones ? Haſt thou nothing to help them ? Ther's enough in my houſe 
ther's enough in my purſe to yield them relief,but is there no alms for them 
in my heart ? Canl have the heart to ſee them pine and periih, and do no- . 
thing toh lpthem? Where are ye, O my bowels ? Where are my com- 
paſhons? O my ſoul help, andſend portions to them for whom nothing is 
provided. | 
3. Ont of a thankeful heart. Remember what God hath done for thee ; 
Ha!t thou any ſenſe or experience of his ſpecial loveto thee, in Chrift?Wher 


 thould thatproduce ? The ſenſe of divine Goodneſs in a way of Common 
- Providence calls for all due acknowledgment from us : But a taſte of his pa- 


ternal love in pardoning our fins, and juſtifying our perſons, and enſtating 5 
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in eternal life and happineſs, upon the account of his Son's-ſuffering,and dying + 
for us, this is, as theitrongelt Adfotive to,ſfo the molt commanding reaſon 
our charity, or beneficence to our fellow-creatures, who ſtand in necd of 
it. Fo $2 

in Chrit, the beams of Gods mercy are conzentred, as the beams of the 
- $119 are ina burning-glaſs, which falling upon our hearts, they are,or ſhould 
be hereby inflamed, and made to burn with greater heat of love and kind- 
n<{>toall in want, eſpecially toall who bear his image, The right ſpring 
ef 4ercy to orr neighbour, ts the ſenſe of God s Mercy towards us, * . 

I V. Let all your jtreams of love flow into the Ocean.My meaning is, Let 
all be done tothe glory of God. This mutt be your laſt end to whica all mult 
be directed, as the Apoltle charges, 1 Cor.10.31. Whether you eat or drink, 
I may add, or whether you give to eat, or to drink, or Whatſeever ye do, do 
all tothe glory of God, Let this be chiefly in your eye, and your heart,thar 
God may be glorified. Other ſubordinate ends there are, As the refreſhing 
of the needy, the adorning our holy profeſſion, the edification of others by our 
good example, but all at laſt muit end here, that God may bevglorified. 

Take heed your end be not to glorifie your ſelves. As worms breed in 
the faireit fruit ; ſopride, and vain-gloryare apt to creep-upout of the beit 
durties, ER 

V. Let your works of charity be done in humility, giving unto God the hon- 
our of them, by acknowledeing that as what you have beſtowed on the poor, you 
firſt received from him: So it was his goodneſi to give you an heart to give any 
thins out of your abundance towards their reiief, Yea, you ought to be ever 
jealous over your-ſelvs, leſt there hath been ſome hypocriſie,and ſelf-ſecking 
in your works of charity ; acknowledging that you are ſo far from merit- 
ing beaven,and Salvation by your good works, that, if God ſhould deal with 
you according to the rigour of his juſtice, he might caſt you into hell, for that 
pride and hypocriſie which cleaves to your belt works. | 

V I. Let your workes of charity to men be accompanied with prayers, and 
tbanksgivings unto God, Thenk God, that he hath put you amongſt the 
givers, and not among{t the receivers, it being a more bleſſedthing to give 
ther: to receive : that he hath put you amo3g the g:vers, andnot the withhel- 
ders: that he hath given you an eſtate to give, and an heart to give, Thank 
Gold, that he will accept a gift at your hands; that He,whoſe isall you have, 
and to whom it is owing, will count thata gift, which is but the payment of 
ſo ſmall a part of your debt; ſay with David, in 1 Chro.29.11,13. Thine,0! 
Lord,is the greatneſs : buth riches and honour come fromthee ; Now there- 
fore, Our God, we thank thee, and praiſe thyglorious name. But what am1, 
| and. 
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and what is my people, that we ſhould be able ro offer ſo: willingly .fier this ſrt ? For all 
things come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee. 

VII. Give out proportionably to what Gnd hath given unto you, 1 Cor. 16, 2{ The Apoſtle 
adviieth the Corinchrans to give, as God had fr ſter'd them. ; X 

Rich men therefore ought tobe rich in good wo: {5 for God expeReth fruit anſwerable 
ro the ſeed which h- ſoweth. Kath he abound? / to your fn this worlds goods ? you ovght 
thereupon to he abundant in good works towards others ; your Pounds are expeFed, - 
where the Widdows mites are accepted. | | 

Having given you ſome Dire#ions for the manner of beſtowing your Almes, I ſl:afl 
briefly {Few you the means how to attain to this grace of Chriſtian Charity. 

Now the means I ſhall preſcribe, ſtall be, : 

I. Such as tend to the bringin? your hearts to) be willing to this Duty. 

' 2. Such as ſhall tend t5 the bel; in of you for the better managing of it. 

Firſt, for means to bring your hearts to be willing to ſet upon this duty. take Theſe, 

Oft callto mind , and imprint in your memories the manifold precepts in the Scriptures, re- 
quiring this Duty at your hand's.. As alſ> the many gracious promiſes God hath there mad: for 
the encouragement of his people thereunto; and thereupon reaſon thus with thy (elt, whar. ? 
Hath God commanded me, (Deur. 15. 10.) to give unto my Brither accor ding to bus neceſ- 
fity * to caſt my bread upon the waters ? Eccl. 11. 1. And hath our blelied Saviour com- 
manded me, Lub. 6. 38. togive unto the poar ? | 

And hath the Lord for my enconragement thereunto promiſed, that he-will bleſs me 
in all my works, and in all that T put my hand unto, proſper me in my Trade and Callins ? 
That my Barnes ſhall be filled with jlenty ? That what we ſhall give or lend unto the poor, he 
will pay us again with Intere#t 2 That though I ca$# my bread upon the waters where it may 
ſecm to be loſt. yer T ſhall pnd it after many days , it ſhall certainly be returned into my 
hoſome with increaſe ? And hath my Sawzourfor my encouragement promiſed, Luk. 6. 
26. That if Tgive unto the poor, it (hall be given to me again, goed meaſure, preſſed diwn, arid 
ſhaben together, running over 2 Then certainly, there is noſuch compendious way to thrive and 
proſper in the world, as by my liberality to the poor. : 

2. Prefer Heaven and the things thereof before this earth, and earthly things, Though 
the temporal reward which I have ſo much inſiſted on, be a great encouragement, yet 
the greateſt ercouragement is the ſp171tual and eternal reward that the Lord hath promi- 
ſed. Arid that this may be the more prevailing encouragement, learn to eſteem and prize 
things ſpiritual and etern.il above all things that are but temporal. Suppoſe it ſhould fo fall 
ont , that you (ould never receive in kind what you beſtow, yer count thoſe temporal 
things pur off at the heſt rate, which you receive in things ſpirirual and erernal. Value 
grace and zlry above all the treaſures of the earth, and counr your {clvesto grow rich men, 
according to your abounding in grace, and your evidences for p'ory. Ard eſteem it an 
unthriſty Saving, ard holding in, where you have an opportuvity to improve in your in- 
ner man hy cx pending of your outward ſubſtance. | ; 

Till Heaven be valued abc ve earth . this great Argument enccuraging to Aﬀs of boun- 
ty and mercy will Iofe its cfficaey- When God ſays, Caft thy bread upon the waters , for 
thou ſralt find it a; ain after mary duyes, the Worldling wi!lbe ready to demand. Bur how 
ſhalfTiind it? in what way ſtall irbe returned me? Sha!l I i:ave bread for bread, or money 
for my bread. or buſes or Lands for my maney 2 provatly thou may'tt, Bni ſnppoſe nor 
fo, vert it ſkall heberter than lo, thou ſhalt have zn grace what rhon patteſt with in bread 
or inoney ; thou ſhalt reap in Heaven , what thou ſoweſt on the waters. 
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| Ibutthe worlding will reply ; 7 do not mean to part with my bread, 


or my moxe7 ſo. No, 1 know thou doit not ; but the reaſon is, be- 


cauſe thou loveſt rhis carth more than Heaven. Thou fayeſt, Will 
Grace feed me? Will Grace cloath me ? CanlI keepmy ſelf, and 
my Family ? Canwelive and be maintained, and preſerved from 
poverty and beggery here, by hopes of glory hereafter ? 

Go fool, and learn better what Godis, and what his everlaſting 
mercy is; let the laſting treaſures,the durable riches be more priz'd 
and valued by thee, and this will ſtop thy mouth, and filence thine 
heart from ſuch vain reaſonings. Thou wilt never again ſay, I can- 
not ſpare my bread, or my money, when by ſpending it for God 
thou ſecſt thou makeſt him - debter, who will pay & thee again 
in ſpiritual and eternal good things, if once thou account theſe to 
be better than thy bread, or thy money. 

But till thou art come to be ſettled in this Judgement, and be- 
Lef, both that the good things of God are infinitely better than the 


go0d things of this earth; and that what thou ſoweſt in the earth, 


thou ſhalt certainly reap in Heaven; till thou comet in good earneſt 
to be of this mind , God's poor are like tobe but little the better for 
thee. | | | 
Tis this, beloved, that will effectually do it, will open your 
kearts, and open your hands in bounty and liberality for God,when 


| - you cometo be rootedin the practical belief of this prizciple, upon 


which the practice of all Religion ſtands, and is upheld in the world; 
That Heaven is better than Earth : if this other be added to it, That 
what is (incerely laid out for Godin the Earth, ſhall certainly be repayed 
in Heauen ; beſides that return which the Lord herein this world 
oſtentimes makes to thecharitable. | 

2. For the Means tending to help you for the better managing 
of it ; take theſe following. _ 
44. ither follow the Example of the Primitive Saints, in ſetting 
apart ſomething every Lords Day out of the former weeks gettings. 
Or, 2. Devote nnto God a certain portion of thy yearly incomes for 
charitable uſes. | 

That the former way of ſetting apart ſomething every Lords 
Day for the relief of the poor, was the practice of the Primitive 
Chriſtians, is clear from that of the Apoſtle to the Corinthians, 
1 Cor. 16. 1, 2. Nowconcerning the.Col/etion for the Saints,as Thave 
given erder to the Churches of Galatia, even ſodoye. Upon the fir/t 
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day of the week (which is the Lords Day) let every one of you lay by 
him in flore,as God hath proſpered him. This way and courſe concerns: 
ſuch in ſpecial who live upon their daily labours. , 
But to ſuch Gentlemen, and others who live upon their Rents 
and Offices; and to ſuch Merchants and Citizens wio once a year 
caſt up their accounts, I would commend the latter wy of devoting. 
unto God a certain portion oftheir yearly trncome by Rent or other- 
wife, and then ſeparating it from the reſt, to account it a ſacred ffock 
for the poor, not tobe imployed to any other uſe. | 
All men naturally (through the corruption tnatis im them) are 
hard-hearted, and cloſe-handed, very unwilling to part with any 
thing conſiderable upon ſudden occaſions for charitable uſes. But 
having aforehand ſet-apart fomething, thetr ears, hearts and hands, 
{. are open to every charitable-motion, . and very ready and forward 
are they the more liberally to contribute thereunto of what is laid 
by ; rejoycing that they have met with ſo good an object of Cha- 
rit 


As for the qxcta pars, what: proportion every one ought to fet: 
apart out of his yearly income for good ufes,.I do not find it pag . 
ticularly ſetdown in the Word of God, and therefore dare notpo- 
ſitively. determme the ſame: and the- rather, becaufe there are ſo 
many circumſtances which alter the cafe, that no certain rule can be 
given, but ſhall leave. it to the diſcretion and ingenuity of the pru- 
dent Chriſtian. = 
But: though: the Scripture doth not determine the exaCd propor- . * 

tion to be fet apart for good works, yet doth it command us, to 

we ont proportionably to what God hath given unto us;, to open our | 
Lands wide to the neceſſities of the poor ;, 16 be richingood works, and the 
like. Yea the Scripture doth commend unto us the examples of 
very bountiful Chriſtians, as of Dorcas, who is ſaid to be full of 
good works, and alms deeds whichfhe aid; ACt. 9. $6. And of Corne- 
lins, Whois ſaid to give much alms, AC. 10. 2: And'of the Mares 
donians, who are ſaid, to give fo their power, yea and beyond their power, 
2 Cor. 8. 3. It likewſe commendeth unto us the example of faced, f 
who in teſtimony of his thankfulneſs unto God for what he ſhould | 
beſtow upon him, vowed thetenth thereof unto God, for pious. 
and charitable riſes; as Ger. 28. 20, 22. Ad Jacobwowed a vow ny- 
ro God, ſaying, Of all that thou ſhalt give me, Twill ſurely give the tenth - 
to thee. HIDE EE obs | 
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Theſe cxamples are left upon record for our imitation ; for as 


the Apoſile ſpeaketh, Row. 15.4. whatſoever things were written 
aforetim;e, were written for or learning, and for our admonition. The 
moſt that I have heard or read of, who have taken this courſe, to 
confecrate unto'God a certain portion of their eſtate to charitable 


. uſes;havefollowed the example of 7acob, ingiving a tenth partun- 


to God. And as God did cxceedingly bleſs ?acob after his vow; 
ſo hath he likewiſe bleſſed very many others, after their like yow 
unto God. + 
Mr. Stock in his funeral Sermon at the burial of the Lord Har- 
ringten, ſpeaking of his Charity, declared that in his life time, he 
gave the tenth part of his yearly revenue to the poor. Mr. Gataker 
an his funeral Sermon at the burial of Mr. 7obn Parker Merchant, 
and Citizen of Loxdon, ſpeaking of his Charity, ſaith, That at hzs 
firſt effeftual Call, among other things he then reſolved upon, this mas 
one, to ſet apart every year a tenth of his gain for the relief of the poor 
and needy; and that God from that time abundantly advanced his eftate. 
And queſtionleſs, if ſuch Aferchants, who uſually enſure their goods 
upon their apprehenſion of danger at Sea, would ſincerely promiſe 
-unto God, in teſtimony of their thankfulneſs unto him, the tenth of 
what ſhould come ſafe into their hands, they might receive far grea- 
ter returns than they do. 1 
In the Life of Dr. Hammond, written by Dr. ell, I find this ex- 
-pteſſion, © The rate and ſumm of what the Doitor devoted, was the 
«tenth of all his income,wherein he was ſo ſtridtly punftual, that com- 
&« monly the firft thing he did was to compute, and ſeparate the poor mans 
« Bare. And how his ſtock increaſed notwithitanding his abundant 
giving out to the relief of others, the hiſtory at large declareth. The 
Ike I read in the Life of Mr. 7/i/liam heath, Minifter of Banbary, 
how for oy years ne ſet apart thezexth of his yearly comings in, 
both out of hi 
Eſtate proſpered the better after he took that courſe. To theſe I could 
add many more out of the Lives of good and charitable men, and 
out of ſeveral funeral Sermons, which are printed and publiſhed. 
And could name multitudes of mennow living, who have devoted 
the like, and greater portion out of their eſtates for charitable-uſes, 
and areready to atteſt the truth of this diſcourſe, That they are no 
loſers, but great gainers in Temporals by what they have given to the 
© Poor. 
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——Mr. tchard Baxter in his Learned and Uſefull Piece, called 4 


Chriſtian Direfory, Part the 4th. fol. 195. of the quotapars, what 
proportion is meet for moſt men to devote for charitable uſes, whe- 
ther the tenth part of their increaſe be not ordinarily a fit propor- 
tion? hath this expreſſion, | 

© Though the proportion of the tenth part is too much for ſome,and much 
& 290 little for others, yet for the moſt part, I think it as likely 4 propor- 
& Fon as it is fit for another to preſcribe in particular . 

Yet I would not be thought to impoſe this as a proportion to be | 
obſerved by all; for all mens hearts are not alike inlarged with 
love and bounty : and ſome there are who have no more than is ne- 
ceſſary for the comfortable ſupport of themſelves and family; from 
whom leſs is required for the relief of others. But I would adviſe 
ſuch whom the Lord hath bleſſed with a plentiful eſtate, ſo that 
their neceſſary expences are, or might be,farleſs than their incomes, 
to devote a tenth part of their whole yearly income to charitable 
uſes: -I ſay, of their whole yearly income, without firſt deducting any , 
part thereof for diet, cloaths, or other neceflary expences ; for the 
tenth of the remainder will be a very inconſiderable proportion 
fora rich man to devote to Charity, and far ſhort of that which 
' theScripture ſeemeth to call for. 

And know afſuredly,that this courſe is ſo far from being a means 
of diminiſhing your ſtock and ſtore, that if it be managed as it 
ought,accordins to the forementioned rules and directions, it is the 
ſureſt and ſafeſt means, the moſt compendious courſe of increaſing 
it,through the ſecret bleſſing of God,which accompanieth the ſame; 
which hath been ſufficiently demonſtrated inthe ours. 

2. Be careful on whom thou beſtoweſt thine alms ;, for by giving to 
fuch common beggars who are able to work, and yet are ſo lazy, 
that they will not work, but would live by the ſweat of other mens 
brows; I ſay,by relieving ſuch,we ſhall both maintain them in their 
idle and wicked life; and they who are truly poor, and ought to be 
looked upon as the proper obj-ts of our Charity, will be neglect- 
ed, or at leaſt ſcanted of that,which of right belongeth to them. 

Iam not againſt the relieving of ail beggars;ſome of them I know 
areblind, others lame, aged, and paſt their work; theſe impotent 
poor, in regard of their preſent condition, are objects of Charity, 
but not the impadent poor, who have ſtrength enough to work, and 


will not, thoſe carting vazrants, who are the burthen of the earth, 
and 
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and ſhame of the Kingdom, for theſeI havenocharity : Neither 

had the Apoſtle St. Pax!, who towards God's poor was full of com- 
paſſion ; but for the Devil's poor, he gave this command,2 Theſ.3.10, 
T hat if any would not wo ck, neither ſhould he eat ;, that hunger and 
neceſſity might drive them to labour. Eraſmus mentions a kind of 
mercy meetelſt for ſuch, 'tis miſericordia puniens : Surely the whip 
is more their due, than food ; Bridewell to entertain them, than an 
Alms houſe. 

111. Another Means for the attaining this grace of Chriſtian 

Charity, is this, Be earneſt withGod inprayer, that he would be plea- 
ſed to beſtow upon thee that adorning and enriching grace of Charity, 
and accept thy offering. This Sacrifice, as it muſt be offered up to 
Heaven ; ſoit muſt be fetched from Heaven. -The gift of a mer- 
ciful and charitable heart;1s one of thoſe gifts that come down from 
above, even the Father of Lights, 7am. 1. 17: If thou receiveſt not 
this gift from God,thy poor Brother is like to have no gift from thee. 
Now it muſt be thy prayer that muſt fetch conn ol gift from 
God. Lift up thine heart to the Lord, and beg a merciful and 
compaſhonate ſoul ; beg of God. that he would make thee ready 
to every good work, willing to communicate to the poor members 
of Chriſt, according to thine ability, and their neceſſity, that there- 
by thou mayeſt. lay up in ſtore for thy ſelf a good foundation. 
againſt the time to come, and ſo lay hold on eternal life : pray fora 
willing heart, and pray for acceptance of thy gift, that thine alms 
may be ſucha ſacrifice, and ſo offered up, that therewith the Lord 
may be well pleaſed. | 

Having thus ſhewed you the ſeas on our part tobe perform- 
ed for attaining and exerciſing this grace of Charity: 1 ſhall cloſe 
this diſcourſe with anſwering two or three Objections. 


Objett. 1. Some object the greatneſs of their charge, the num- 


ber of their children, who muſt be cared for, and thereupon have 
little to give to thepoor. "£m 

Anſw. 1. Haſt thou many children, thou oughteff the rather to le 
charitable, that thereby thou mayeſt entail God's bleſſing upon them, 
which is the beſt pertion, and ſureſt inheritance thou canſt leave them; 
that will ſecure their ſtock, and improve their ſtore ; whereas un- 
mercifulneſs to the poor will intail a car/e inſtead of a b/z/izg upon 
the perſons and eſtates of thy children. | 

2. Thou who objetteſt the number of thy children as a plea for thy 
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parſimony, how juſtly may Godthen leſſen the number, and ſo take away 
this excuſe, by taking thy children from thee. 
3. Suppoſe thou haſt many children, it may be half a ſcore, reckon 
' God for one more ; give unto him achilds portion; I mean, beſtow upon 
the poor, for his ſake, as much every year, as one child ſtands thee 
in; give unto them a childs portion, and1dareboldly fay, thou 
wilt not be the poorer, but rather a great —_ For thereby wilt 
thou procure God's bleſſing upon thy ſelf and children, which in 
truthis all inall; and without which, allis like tocome to nothing, 
as wee ſee by daily experience ; which madeSt. Auſtin ſay, Heredi; 
. preſt abis,quicqnid miſericordie canſa de ej1us portione detraxeris, Aug. 
de Tempore,Serm.76. [That which thou giveſt out of thine eſtate to 
charitable uſes, will be no loſs to thy children,but rather a great ad- 
vantage. Yea the Spirit of Godin ſetting forth the happineſs of a - 
merciful man,faith, His children ſhall fare the better for his goodneſs 
and bounty, as P/al. 37. 16. Hetis ever merciful, and lendeth, and his 
ſeed is bleſſed; that is, God will bleſs his children, not only with ſpi- 
ritual, but alſo with temporal bleſſings. 
2. O0bj. Many Profefforsin theſe daies are very barren in good 
- works. 
Anſw. Fraitleſs and ancharitable Chriſtians may make a profeſſion 
of Religion, but queſtionleſs they are no ſound Chriſtians, nor ſincere 
Profeſſors. For moſt certain it is, that the Eleft of God do put on 
bowels of mercy and compaſſion, as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, Col. 3. a2. 
And therefore an #ncharitable Chriſtian is a meer contradiction, For 
who is a Chriſtian but he who conforms himſelf to the Law and 
Life of Chriſt? The ſubſtance of whoſe Law is Charity, and whoſe 
Life was ſpentin going about domg good, ſome way or other, to 
the ſoul and bodies of men and women. | 
Whoſoever therefore having this wortds goods, ſceth his Bro- 
ther inneed, and ſhutteth up his bowels of compaſſion from him, 
and will not communicate any thing conſiderable towards his 
neceſſities; let his profeſſion be never ſo ſpecious and glorious in the 
eyes of men, yet certainly he is but a rotten Profeſſor, and diſ- 
ſembling Hypocrite in the fight of God. In Afatth.25.23. We find 
that liberality to the members of Chriſt is made the ſpecial touch- ' 
ſtone of true Faith and Godlineſfs. For they are the charitable per- 
ſons, who at the great day of Judgment will appear to be the Sheep 
at Chriſts right hand, and ſhall hear that joyful ſentence of abſolu- 
| tion * 
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tion, Come-yebleſſed of my Father, inherit the K ingdom prepared for 
on, from the foundation of the warid: for [mas an hungred, and ye 
gave me meat : 1 was thirſty, and ye gaveme drink: I wasa ſtranger, 
and ye took me in: I was naked, and ye cloathed me: Twas fick, and 
Je viſited me : Fwas in priſon, and ye came unto me. 

And on the other fide,all unmercifut men, who havenot relieved 
Chriſt in his members, whatſoever profeſſion of Religion they have - 
made herein this world ; yet at the laſt day will appear ro be the 
Goats ſet on:Chriſts left hand, and ſhall hear that dreadful fentence 
of condemnation, Depart from me ye enrſed into everlaſting fire, 
prepared for the Devil and his Angels : For 1 was an hungred, and Je 
gave me 0 meat : 1 was thirſty, and ye gave me nodrink: I was a 
ſtranger, andye took me not in = naked; and je chathedme-not : fich and 
is priſon, andye viſited ment. Hence it appeareth, thatas-mercy 
and bounty to the poor members of Chrift, isa conſpicuous evi- 
denceof true Faith, and fincere godlineſs in a Chriſtian, and fignal- 
ly dectere hn pious: ſoilliberality, and unmercifulneſs to them, 
is2 clear mark of infidelity, and ungodlineſs, and fignally declare: 
him as an unbeliever; foa wicked and prophane perſon: Therefore: 
I ſhould much queſtion the p_ of their faith and: piety, who 
making a profeffion of Religion, thew little or no charity to the 
poor members of Chrift. Foras the Apoſtle 7ames ſpeaketh, c. 7. 
v.21. Prre Religion and undefiled before God, and the Father, xs this; 
tovifit the fatherleſs andwiddows in their afflittion: Implying, that 
works of mercy and charity rightly perfermed, are clear evidences! 
of the truth of our Religion, and of the ſincerity of our Profeſſion. 
And if you look:into the Scriptures, you ſhall ſcarce read of a man + 
truly godly, but you may read alfo, that he was merciful and cha--- 

ritable, forward to every good work; 
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A word or two for my Brethrens ſake of the firſt Doftrine raiſed 
from the foregoing verſe, which is the principal Point there 1ntend- 
cd by our Saviour, which was this. | 

17. That all needfull ſuccour, and good entertainment ought tobe af- 

forded in (pecial to the Miniſters of the Goſpel. 

Qur Saviour in commending objects to our Charity, in the firſt 
place mentioneth Prophets, and the Righteoxs ones, ſaying, He that 
receiveth a Prophet in the name of a Prophet, ſhall receive a Prophet's 
reward; and then addeth, He that receiveth a Righteous man mthe 
name of a Rinhteous man, &c. | 

Indeed, ſo general muſt be the extent and emanation of our Cha- 
rity, that it muſt notcxcludeany who are in want and diſtreſs. For 
though we may, and ought to put a difference between men upon 
whom we beſtow our Charity ; yet ought wenot to reſtrain it from 
any men who are in want; but muſt act the grace of Charity to- 
wardsthem who have not the grace of Faith. Yea, we o»ght to do 
good unto all,as the Arte exhortetn, Gal. 6. 13. But efpecially un- 
to them who are of the houſhold of Faith. And among them chiefly to 
the Miniſters of Chriſt. Soas this object of Charity, Prophet, is 
not hereto be takenexcl»/ively, but by way of eminency and prefer- 


ment: Miniſters are before, and above others, with more readineſs 


and chearfalneſs to be miniſtred unto. | 
\ The people of /{rael we read were commanded once and again 


_ notto leave nor forſake their | Zevites, eſpecially when they were 


reduced into any ftreights and exegencies, as Demt. 12. 19. and 
14. 27. Then much leſs ſhould the AMinifters of the Goſpel be left 


. and forſaken by the people of God, when they lye under any want 


or diſtreſs. | | 

The examples of God's people that have gone before us in the 
performance of this duty. aremany, both in the Qld and New Te- 
ſtament. Itis recorded to the perpetual praiſe and commendation 
of Obadiah , that he hid the Prophets of God by fifty in a cave 
from the cruelty of fezabel, and ſuſtained them with food, and mi- 
mitred all things neceſſary unto them, 1 King. 18.13. We read 
I;k2wiſe how the widdow of Sarephath nouriſhed the Prophet El5;ah 
in-her houſe for many dayes and years, even ſo long as the famin 
continued, 1 King. 17.15, 16. The kindneſs of the good Shwnamite 


'tothe Prophet Eliſha, is largely reproved, 2 King. 4. 8, &c. Ut fell 


0 
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And ſo it was, that as oft as he paſſed by, he turned in thither to eat 
bread. Having found good entertainment, and hearty welcome, 
he did the oftner viſit the family. And he ſaid unto. ber Husband, 
Behold now I perceive, that this #s an holy man of God, which paſſeth 
by us continually, let us make a little chamber, I pray thee, on the wall, 
and let us ſet for himthere a bed, anda table, and a ftool, and a candle- 
ſtick, Under theſe, other neccflary accommodations are com- 
prized. _ The good woman deſired of her Husband, that a chamber 
might be made for the Prophet on the wall ;, perhaps not that ſhe want- 
ed room in her houſe to lodge him in, butbecauſe ſhe conſidered, 
that thenoiſe of a great family might be ſome diſturbance-to the 
Prophet's ſtudy and devotion; therefore thought it conyenient to 


provide ſuch a chamber for him, where he might be more retired, 


and have the free ingreſs and egreſs; that by thoſe accommoda- 
tions he might be encouraged the oftner to take up his lodging 


there. 
good works, that ſhe had been a /uccourer of the Apeſtle Paul in his 


wants and ſtraits. Andin 2 Tim. 1.16. we read how Qneſiphoras. 


refreſhed and relieved the Apoſtle in his ſuffering condition, and was 
nat aſhamed of his chain; that 1s, though he were a priſoner, and 


under.reſtraint for the Goſpels ſake, yet Oneſiphorus owned him, | 


ſhewed him all reſpect,. ſuccoured and relieved him in. that his low 
condition, Gaizs likewiſe, a godly, wealthy Citizen of Corizth,, 
is famous for that kind entertainment and ſuccour: which he gave 
to the Apoſtle, and the Church with him, Roys. 16. 23. 

It is recorded to the commendation of King Edward the fixth, 
thathe afforded all needful ſuccour, and good eatertainment to By= 
cer, Fagius, and.other Divines, when they fled into this Kingdom 
by reaſon of the troubles in their own Nation, And Bezg. in his 
Epiſtle ad Regem facobum, maketh an honourable mention of a li- 
beral collection of the Church of Scotland ſent to the French- A,;ni- 
fters, who were baniſhed Religions cauſa. AP 
' Herearefair Copies for us ro,write after. :Andindeed why are 
theſe things written, and left upon record to poſterity, but for our 
learning? Not ſo much for our admiration, as for our imitation, that 
we might follow their ſteps, = write after their copy ; which. 


01 4 da) that Eliſhapaſſed to Shunem, where was a great woman, and | 
ſhe conſtrained him to eat bread; thatiis, to refreſh hunſelf with food, . 


Rows. 16. 2. It is ſet down as the height and crown of Phebe's. 


St. Paul 
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&X, Pantteſtifies of the Afucedoniant, 2 Cor. 0.':2: How that very many 


of them were ſtirred uy and provoked to a liberal rontr'h:tionto the poor 


Saints at ]cruſatem by the forwardneſs and zeal of the Corinthians. 
And St. Auſtin (Confeſ. Ib g. rap. 2. ) confeſſeth, that rhe example: of 
God's ſervants, did burn and conſ-me his own Inkewarmneſs; and their 
ervent zeal ſet an edge on his Devotion *© | | 
To theſe Examples I ſhall add a few REASONS for the better 
enforcing this duty upon yon. EI 

| Reaſf. I. Becauſe Miniſters being ſupported, are like to be maſt [er- 
viceable to the Church-of God. They ar: S»ir:taal Fathers, to beget 
men unto Chriſt, They are his Ambaſſadors, and ttand in his ſtead. 
to reveal the Myſteries of the Kingdom, ſent forth tobe reconcilers. 
betwixt God and this ſinful] world ; to pray and beſerch t1em to 
be reconciled unto God, 2 Cor. 5 20. Their work is to bear the: 
Name of God, to-pubiiſh the ſalvation of God before the work ; 
to open the eyes.of the blind, and to turn them from darkneſs to 
light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may re- 
ccive forgiveneſs of {ins, and an inheritance among them that are- 
ſanQified : In which reſpect Afinifters of the Goſpel are more uſeful 
and ſerviceable in their generation, than either Lawyers, Phyſicians 
or Tradeſmen, which yet are uſeful enough. w-” 

' x. Lawyers indeed may be a means of ſettling your Right in your 
Goods and Lands : But fn;fters of ſettling your Right to your 
heavenly Inheritance. | on 

2. Phaſicians may curethe maladies of your bodies: But 2ini- 
feers are'{ent to cure the diſeaſes of your ſouls. So 

3.. Merchazts, and all forts of Tradeſmen may repleniſh a Land 
with all manner of Commodities neceſſary for thislife : But f:ni- 
fters only bring in ſuch heavenly and ſpiritual treaſures. as ſpring up 
into the everlaſting treaſure. - | +=": +1 ak 

So thatby ſupplying their bedily wants, you doomfort and re- 
freſh the ſouls of many. And what better Charity imaginable, than 
by relieving the temparal wants of ſome few, to further the ever- 
laſting alvation-of many? Oh what cauſe will their ſouls have to- 
bleſs God to all eternity for your Charity, who have been convert- 
edby the Minifiry of thoſe whom you have refreſhed 'and ſupport- 
edin their work! dens © | 

Reaf. H. Arcther Reaſon may te taken from the confideration of the. 
quality of the perſons fer-whom IT am pleading : They are not ſo mean 

=_ 
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as outwardly they appear. They whom you behold ſo poorly clad, 


walking ſo djectedly , being deſtitute of many outward comforts, 
are men endowed with many ſingular prerogatives and priviledges, 
not only above the reſt of God's people; but likewiſe above the 


molt glorious Avgels. 


Compare them firſt withthe people of God; they are called the 
Lerd's Sheey;Theſe the Shepheards of the flock,, Ezck. 34-2.They Chit- 
dren 1n God's family; Theſe Spiritual Fathers, who by che-iued of 
the word beget men unto God, 1 Cor, 4. 15. Therefore the Spirit 
of God vouchſafeth them this dignity, tobe called gyregyu 5% ©48, 
fellow-laborers with God.. | 

Concerning Avgels, true it is that they and Miniſters are fe/low- 
ſervants, Rev, 23. 9. Butyet Miniſters have ſundry prerogatives 
above them. | 

I. Angels rejojce at the conver ſion of a ſinner,Luke 15.19. But by 
the Minittery of Prophets {inners are converted untoGod, AF.26.18, 


2. An Angel was ſent to Cornelixs, to adviſe him whither to go - 


to be inſtructed : but a Minifter inſtructed him inthe way of lite, 
Act. 10. 6. 34. by 

3. Wasthe wordof Reconciliation ever committed to Angels ? 
to Miniſters it is committed, 2 Coy. 5. 18. It is obſervable, that 
the Embaſſage of Miniſters is 'not ſimply dyſtxie, Meſſage, but 
eee y6roy , the Goſpel, the gladſome tydinss of falvation by Jeſus 
Chritt, into which the Angels themſelves do deſire to look, and pric, 
as the Apoſtle Peter exprefſeth, 1 Per. 1.12. The Lord hath alſo 
committed to his Miniſters the adminiſtration of the Sacraments, 


which are the ſeals of his covenant, whereby all his preciovs pro- 


miſes are ratified, and confirmed unto us. So that as in reſpect of 
therich treaſures of God's Word'committed to their diſpenſing, 
they are the Lord's Treaſurers: So in reſpect of the Sacraments, 
they are the Keepers of his great Seal. If theſe Officers be great 
under mortal Princes, what are they under the King of Kings ? 


I have taken the iiberty in a few words to ſet forth ſome. of the _ 


priviledges of the Miniſters of the Goſpel; partly for 'the comfort 
-and conlolation of many of them under the preſent miſery and po- 
verty which they ſuffer, rather than to ſin againſt their conſciences :. 


and partly for the incitation of others to afford them that double ho. 


nctr, which the Apoſtle calls for, 1 Tim. 5. 17. Namely, the honoxxy 
cf reſpec, and the honour of maintenance, that they ſuſter them not 
| H 2 to 
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to. fink:under their burthen, but afford them. ſome ſeaſonable 


ſuccour and relief, ſuitable to their preſent wants and necef- 
ſrties, eHiohlt | 

- .Reaf. III. Becauſe Miniſters are ofteneſt expoſed to ſufferings 
and diſtreſſes, and ſo have moſt need of relief. The Bow of the Ad- 
verſarics of Religion is bent moſt againſt the Teachers and Leaders 
of. the people.. That word, 1 King. 22.31. Fight neither with 
ſmall or great, ſave only with the King-of Iſrael, 1s often; changed 
into, Fight neither with ſmall or great, but only againſs the Prophets 
of the Lord. Smite the Shepheards, and the Sheep will be ſcatter- 
ed. Experience enough tells the world who they are that are ſet 
inthe Front of the Battel;and who are the firſt thatfall bythe power 
of the Adverſaries, And who ſhould be moſt in the eye of Charity, but 
thoſe that are moſt in the eye of malice ? 

Beſides, For whoſe ſakes is: it that Miniſters are ſo often 

brought ſo low ? Is it not for your ſakes, whoſe ſouls. are dearer 


to them than their own ſubſtance ? 1s it not often upon this. ac- . 


count, becauſe they will be faithful to you, and will not keep ſi- 
lence, nor ceaſe to watch over you,and to warn, and to.inftruct you 
from day to day ? | 

Might- they not fave themſelves more whole, if they would 
hold their peace, and let the Devi/ alone to have his will of you ? 
For your ſakes no doubt it is, that much of their ſufferings come 
upon them ;.'and ſhall they be forſaken by you ? The truth is, «t 
is upon this account a piece of 7»/tice, as well as a piece of Cha- 


rity, to relieve and ſuccourthem ; and ſo you may do two good 


works in one ; the ſame alms may be botha work of righteouineſs, 
and a work of mercy. 264 oe 

 Reaſ. IV. Tonr' gratitude to. God requireth a cheerful perfore 
mance of this duty from you. _ For wherein: can. you otherwiſe 
make a ſuitable return to God, for what he hath. plentifully con- 
ferred on you, than by contributing ſome. of your Temporals to 
them, from whom ye reap- ſo. much in Spiritzals? The Lord of 


| his free grace an4rich-mercy hath abounded to you in theſe out- 


ward things; He hath given you richly all things t9 enjoy. Yea, as 
the P/almift ſpeaketh, He hath loaded you with his benefits. Now, 
not 'to_return ſome part of.your eſtate to him, who hath given 
you all that you do enjoy, were ingratitude in the higheſt de- 


grce: Andtherefore how doth it concern you often to put the. 
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P[ulmiſf's queſtion to your ſelves , What ſhall 1 tender - unto' the 
Lord for a!! his benefits towards me? Pſalm 116. 12. © Surely one 
kindne's deſcrveth another ; as God hath been bountiful to you, 
ſore you arc very unworthy, if you be not - bountiful to his. 
And how do you think he will takeit at your hands? Will he 
ever -ſ2y to youu, Yell done gooll and faithful Servant, thou haſt 
been faithful, a good Steward of my many gifts ? Or, .isit all one to 
you whether he ſay, Well done, or not ? 

And in regard you cannot directly and immediately requite him 
who is uncapable of bemg enriched by us ; Ay goodneſs extendeth 
nt to thee, Pſalm 16. 2. It will be your wiſdom: to expreſſe your 
thankfulneſs to God by being kind to his poor relations. Now; 
who are nearer to God than his Miniſters ? whomthe ' hath ap- 
pointed to ſtand inhis room, to declare his mind unto his people ; 
who are as the mouth: of the people unto God; ſo God's mouth 
unto the people; whoare the Meflengers of the Lord of Hoſts, 
by whoſe Miniſtry there is peace concluded, and reconciliation pro- 


; claimed between God and man. Surely what kindneſs youſhew 


to theſe, he takes as done unto himſelf, AZarth. 25.40. 

Reaſ. V. Your relieving the faithful Miniſters of Chriſt, may in 
a ſenſe be ſaid ts have ſomething more in ut, than if you ſhould ſhew 
Jour Charity to himſelf, in his own perſon, as being a (ign; of greater 
love. Itis but an ordinary thing-to return kindneſs to our deareſt 
friends; but to 'extend- our good will to their relations, or ſer- 
vants for ' their ſakes, 'is an evidence of much 'greater love. For 
# upon their account only we do "good unto theſe; how much 
more would it be judged we ſhould be ready to do it unto them- 
ſelves, if they ſtood in need of our help ?*- And fo will Chriſt look. 
npon it';* Onr bounty expreſſed to his Miniſters he will receive as 
anevidence of our more abundant-love unto him, which he willm 


no wiſe forget, -nor ſuffer togo unrewarded. £3 07 008 261 

;* Reaf.*VI1.' Such as relieve the poor Miniſters of Chrift , ſhall 
have' their bleſſing , the benefit of their prayers unto God. They 
will blefle you however, though you have no bleſſing fer 


them. Though'you have not an alms for them, yet they will havea. 


prayer for you. But their bowels being refreſhed by you, you 
may expect that their heart will be the more enlarged for you; 
and . this will be a far greater kindneſs than you can beſtowon 


them, Your gift cannot be worth their fervent prayers, In this. 
H 3. reſpect. 
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reſpect it is much better to give, than to receive; becauſe he that 
_ receives hath but a periſhing alms; he that gives, reccivesan abid- 

ing bicſſing, the bleſſing of prayers. 
Herein did the Apoſtle St. Pawl, make a large requital to Onef.- 
phrric for the kindneſs he ſhewed to himin his impriſonment ; as 
you may read, 2 7.1.16. The Lord give mercy unto the howſe of 
O2fphorus, for he oft refreſhed me, and was not aſhamed of my 
chain. AS if he had faid, I received much comfort and refreſh- 
- m2nt from Ozeſiphoyus, when I was in priſon, for the which I be- 
ſeech the Father of all mercies, to ſhew mercy unto him, and his, 
by bleſſing him, and his whole family, with all bleſſings, both tem- 
poral, ſpiritual and eternal, And indeed what bleſſing can that 
man waat, who hath a ſhare in many Miniſters. prayers? which 
are available for the obtaining of all good things at the hand of 
God, as for themſelves, fo. for others. Yea the very work of 
- Charity doth beſpeaka bleſſing from God- As the blood of Abel 
is ſaid to cry to the Lord for acurſe or vengeance upon Ca»: ſo 
every act of Charity cryeth to God for a bleſſing upon the Cha- 
ritable. Our very acts of Charity in relieving the wants of the 
poor, and refreſhing their bowels, do pray and cry to God for his 
bleſſing upon! us and ours. - 

Reaſ. VI. Tour Charity to them will be hereafter rewarded with 
everlaſting glory. and happineſs in the Kingdom of Heaven. This rea- 
ſon our Savionr himſelf giveth in theſe. words; He that recieveth a 
Prophet in the name of a Prophet, ſhall receive a Prophets reward ; 
whereby is meant that ſurpaſſing and excellent weight of glory, 
which cannot be expreſſed by the tongue of men or Angels. Yea, 
by the reward ofa Prophet ſeemeth to be implyed the higheſt de- 
| gree of heavenly glory. For Daniel 12: 3. Itis ſaid, That they 
that be wiſe, that is, tie righteous, who arc endowed with true ſp1- 
ritual wiſdom, being lightned by the Spirit'of God, ſhall ine as the = 
brightneſs of the Firmament ; but they that turs many to righteouſneſs, 
which is. the work of-Prophets, ſhall ſoine as the Stars for ever aud 
EVEY. ; 

Now by your bounty to the Prophets of God, you, may: come to 
partake of their reward, So that it is your own concernment to 
contribute lib<rally towards their relief. Not that your Charity to 
them doth merit that glorions reward ; but in regard of the. pro- 
mic of God made to all thoſe, who do cxerciſethe ſame to- 
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wards his Miniltcrs, it ſhall be truly given unto them. 
For a word of Application. 

Oh hew ſtowld the conſideration of theſe things flir up the hearts of 
al,, eſpecially ſuch as have a Heſſing in their hand, an eſtate to give, 
ro cray forth their ſonls, and reach forththeir hands #0 the ſupply of 
theſe wanting ſervarts of Ged. Surcly ths is a time wherem Chriit 
is trying your love tohim, by yorr Charity to them. Are you not 
concerned to wake procfof your love to Chriſt? Have you not an 
opportunity before you, and a loid call trom Heaven to proveit 


in this way ? Can younot hearhim, that ſaid ence to Percy, John-. 


21.16. Loaveſt thor we? Feed my Sheep. Can you not hear the. 
ſame voice calling to you, Loveft thou me 7 Feed my Shepheards.Sure 
thou art very deat to the voce of the I'revidences of this day, if thon 
do not tear this Call. Ard will you prove that you have no love 
to Chriſt ? What doyou clſeif you i:fler bis to ftarve, whenyou 
have wherewitn to fced them ? 


Bcloveg, it is through God's free grace, and richbounty, that 


you cnjoy/ſuch plenty of outward good things, when many of kis 
Miniſters are in great want. What you have, you have recieved 
from him. Is it not then moſt juſt and reaſonable, that you ſhould 


return back ſome part of your eſtates unto God, by relieving his: 
* Miniſters, in teſtimony of your love ind tharkfulneſs unto him for 

what you have ? Hath God given you hundreds and.thouſards ? 
ard will not you part with a few pounds or ſhillings when he calls . 


aloud unto you for the ſame, as now he doth in theſe dayes ? 
Though the earth be his, and the fulneſs thereof, yet (ina ſenſe) he 
bath ſometinies need of your efates. A{atth. 25. 35. Chriſt relleth 
you of his wants, and ſheweth you how, and when he isTelieved. 


If you have any ſpiritual. wiſdom to diſcern times and ſeafons... 
you may know, that now Chriſt fiands in. need of your he}p irg _ 


hang, now that ſomany of his Miniſters are in want, for the tcfii- 


- mony of a good conſcience : And ſhould you row geny him in his 
Miniſters, I do verily believe,that if Chriti were now upon c2rth, 2s: . 


when he firſt took our nature vpon him, and in his own p<rion 
ſhould crave your relief, you would turn adeafear unto him. 
Though for the preſent you enjoy manifold bleſſings; yet Few 


eaſily can hepluck them out of your mouths, and if you will re+- 


perform. your dury, thruſt you down from among the givcrs, to 


take your place among the receivers! Certaialy the commret- - 
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cating a part is Your beſt way-to ſecure the remainder, and to ſea- 
ſon and ſanctifie it to your more comfortable uſe. 

= Leke 11.41. Saith our Saviour, Give alms of (#ch things as you 

have, and behold all things are clean unto you; thatis, lawtul to be 

uſcd. The metaphor is taken from the Law, whereby many things 


were counted xrclear, and ſo unlawful for uſe; they might not be. 


rouched or meddled with. Yeaby the inference of the Apoſtle; 
Give alms of ſuch things as you have, and behold all things are clean 


to you; He ſeemeth toallude to another Rite of the Law about - 


Firſt-fruits, Tithes, and Free offerings,by giving which to the Lord, 
all the reſt which they had were ſecured , ſanctified and made 
clean. So that charitable men are they, who may with the more 
freedom, quietneſs and comfort uſe what they have.. Who that 
hath any deſire to be accepted and appoved of God, would not- 
have his perſon, and the actions which he doth, and: things which 
he poſſeſieth tobe clean? Whatſoever is unclean is odious and abo - 
minable in God's fight : unclean perſons might not approach to 
God's Sanctuary, nor meddle with ſacred matters. If they were: 
not.cleanſed, they were to be cut off from God's People, Numb.” 
19 20. Levit. 7.20. andevery unclean thing was an abomination. 
This therefore muſt needs be a ſtrong perſwaſive to put in pra- 

Ctiſe the counſel of our Saviour, in. Gving alms of ſuch things as 


we have, that ſo all things may be clean, and ſanCtified #nto xs. What's 


clean you may uſe with God's good leave and allowance : (clean 
things might be eaten) and where you haye God's good leave, you 
may expect his bleſſing. It's ſin to eat where God's portion is 
among 1t. p 

The truth is, it is the great miſtake of many, to think that all 
their goods are their own, and that they are abſolute Lords and 
Owners of all which they poſſeſs: Whereas indeed they are ra- 
ther Stewards, than Lords and Owners of this worlds goods; all is 
the Lords. God of his infinite wiſdom hath committed to ſome 
a greater portion of them, than to others, yet not tobe impropria- 
ted to themſelves, but they muſt give him his ſpecial part, to 
which his have as good a right as themſclves unto the reſt; ſaving 
only that they may not lay, hands on it themſelves, until you put 
it into their hands. But as they may not take it out of yours; ſo 
you may not keep it out of their hands. Therefore Solomon ſpeak- 
wg of the right which the poor have to a part of rich1nens eſtates, 


ſaith, 
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faith, Prov. 3. 27. Withold not good from them to whom'it is dive, when 
it is in the power of thy hand to doit. So that reheving the poor 1s 
not only an act of Aercy, left to our choice to do, or leave undone; 
but alſo, as I ſaid before, an a& of ?ftice, to the performance 


whereof we ſtand bound. Hence 7o give a/ms, and to ao Righteonſ- 


neſs and fuſtice, are oft in'Scripture putthe'one for the other, both 
ſignifying the ſame thing. | Therefore the Seprwagine have rendred 
the Hebrew word fignifying Righreonſneſ7, in De#t. 24. 14. taenyuor 
guynty, alms deeds, Andin Pſalm. 112.9. It is Taid, Hs Righteouſ- 
neſs endureth for ever ; that is, his alms, or his mercifmlneſs ;,.4S 18 
clear from the foregoing words; He hath diſperſed, he hath givento 
the par ;, his Righteouſneſs endureth for ever + Whereby is implyed, 
that giving of alms ts one ſpecial branch of that Righteouſneſs and fu- 
frice we owe to our poor neighbours. ee 

And dareſt thou yet hold it in thy hand ? Wilt thou wrong the 
Almighty of his right, and rob his pooy of their dve ? If it be nothing 
with thee to be unmerciful, is it nothing neither to be a robber ? 4 
robber of God ? Will a man rob God? Mal. 3.8. Dares'any man be 
ſo wicked ?. How canſt thou but expec that he will make a forcible 
entry «pon thee , and take whatis his own, and ſeal a Frit of Ejett- 
ment againſt thee, and turn thee out of all that ever thou haſt ? 


Look not to be long in quiet poſſeſſion of what thou haſt ; but fear - 


leſt either God ſhould take thine eſtate from thee, or thee from 
thine eſtate, and give thee thy-portion with Dives, who becauſe he 
denyed his crambs to ſatisfie poor Lazaras his hunger, was himſelf 
denyed a drop of cold water to quench-his own heat and thirſt, Luke 


16. 23. Upon which words St. Axſtiz thus glofſeth, 1deo rogans + 


Dives non exauditur in tormentis, quia rogantem panperem non exau- 
divit. Therefore was not Dives heard when he prayed in tor- 


ments becauſche hearkened not to the poor that begged of him, 


when he was upon the Earth. Aug. Serm. de Divite. 


Let me adda few quickning words to ſet home what hath been | 


ſpoken, by theſe following Queſtions. 
Queſti' 1. Now at lenge, that deft thou think of mercy and boun- 

ty tothe poor ? bw | 
TI. Is there net an exellency iw'it ? Oh how much of Godis there in 
it ! There is faith init; He that will -caft his bread upon'the- wa- 
ters,'is 1t not a ſure ſign that he'believes God, who hath ſaid, that 
It ſhall be returned again? There's the lave of God in it; He _ 
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ſees his Brother in 'need, and ſotteth up the bowels of his compaſſions 
from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him ? And he that openeth 
his bowels, and draws forth his ſoul to God's hungry ones, who 
can deny but the love of God. dwelleth in that man? 7: is the 
Tmage of God's goodneſs. Godis a-merciful God, and his mercy is 
his glory; _ this glory of God ſhineth forth in his merciful ſer- 
vants. There 1s ſelf-denjal init, Self would keep all; flefh would 
hold back; .it cannot ſpare for God; 'tisa ſignthat ſelf islaid low, 
that the fleſh is kept under, that the intereſt of God is the ſway- 
ing intereſt, when whatever God will have, this ſelf is not ſuffered 
to keep back. Is there. ſo much of God in mercifulneſs, and is there 
- notancxcellency-init?...... 

2, Is there not a_neceſſityof it ? .. Shall the mercileſs ever obtain 
mercy? Canſt thou hope for mercy who wilt ſhew no mercy. 

Qu..2. What doſt thou think_of thy ſelf ? Artthou merciful, or - 
mercileſs? How doſt thou find it? ls thine heart open ? are thy 
bowels open ? or are they ſtill ſhut ? Doſt thou feel that heart of 
thine inclined and reſolved to: open thy hands, and to diſperſe, and 
that liberally the good things thou haſt received, as a good Steward 
of the manifold gifts of God ?, Or doſt thou yet feel that the door 
15 ſhut, thine heart is hardned againſt ſhewing kindneſs to the Lord ? 
Givethy plain judgment, what thinkelt thou?. Art thou a-merci- 
ful man, or mercileſs? and.if mercileſs, How doſt thou hope to 
.. obtam mercy ?; - F a oh 

; Qu. 3- hat deſt thou think of thy worldly goods ? 

'vT, Are they not thy Talents, committed to thee for thy Lord's uſe? 
Muft.thou not be accountable tolum, how they have been laid out ? 
Willit bea comfortable account whea thou muſt bring in thy Bill ;. 
ſo. much for thy pride, ſo much for-thine appetite, or all hoarde 
up for:thy covetouſneſs, andnothing or but little for God ? 

2. Arethey more worth than Treaſures in Heaven ? Is it more to 
thine advantage to be rich in this worlds goods, than to be rich in 
g00d works? Doſt thou in-good caraeſt judge, that thy laying up 
treaſures on carth is better husbandry,than thy laying up in ſtore for 
thy ſelf a good foundation againſt the time to come ?. | 

Qu; 44 What doſt thou think of the ſlate of..many of the ſervants of 
God:inithis age;?. Are there no wanting, ones:? no.diltreſſed ones ? 
What neither amongſt Miniſters, nor Chriſtians 2. Are they all pro- 
. vided fox? Do not many of: them eat ths, bread, and drink the wa- 
a | 2 ters 
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ters of afflition?Is it not very ſtraitand very ſhortwighther? Do 
but enquire aftertheir condition, and thou wilt find it-ſo, Art thou 
one of thoſe that careſt nothow it fares with the/poor friends of 
Chriſt? Are theynot worth the enquiring, and looking after? orat 
leaſt, Isnot he worthy, whoſe they are, and whom they ſerve ? Is 
not Chriſt worthy, for whoſe -ſake thou ſhould'ſt ſhew. kindneſs:to 
his? How willhe take thy neglect ofthem? Remember that word, 
HMatth. 25. 45. Tnaſmuch at ye didit not to theſe, ye did it not to me. 
Qu. 5. What wilt thou ds for the future'?? What ſhall be the ſuc- - 
ceſs of theſe few words that are written for thy learning ?- What 
art thou reſolved upon? for mercy, or for cruelty ? Conſult thine 
own heart; lay not by this little Book, tiil thou art come to a reſo- 
lution one way or other, either to accept, or reject this counſel, 
which in the name of the Lord is offered thee for thy good. Oh 
ſhew thy ſelf a man in whoſe ſoul Chriſt hath an intereſt, and ſo 
ou an intereſt, that thou wilt do any thing at his word ; pity at 
is, word, relieve at his word, give, lend, feed, cloathe, refreſh the 
bowels of his needy ones:. Let thy ſoul ſay, Lord, at thy word I 
will doit: here's my bread, and my fleſh, and my money,command 
what thou wilt of it, I will not-ſay thee nay. Thou haſt givenme 
a large portion, and every one of thy ſervants that thou appointeſt 
to receive it, ſhall have their part; for thy ſake, Lord, they ſhall 
have it. Thine I am, and thine is all that I have; ſhew me thy 


| pleaſure, how much, and how often, and where, and to whom I 
ſhall beſtow it, and through the grace of God there it ſhallgo. 


Friend, Wilt thou fay thus? Wilt thou in the preſence of the 
Lord come to this gracious reſolution? or canſt thou yet find in 
thine heart to deny thy Lord, and continue to be as hard-hearted, 
and cloſe-handed as thou wer't wont tobe? Dare not to ſay,Lord, 
my goods are mize own, Lowe thee nothing : Dread ſuch thoughts, 
that how much ſoever thou haſt, the ſervants of Chriſt ſhall beno- - 
thing the better for it. 

Once again conſider, thouart put to this choice, either to Acgn. 
of the counſel of Chriſt, or torejetit; which of the two A My 
do? If thou reſolveſt not on mercy, and liberali-7> 50 —_ & 
the word of the Lord; andifthou rejecteſ4iS word, thou rejecie 


- the Lord, and therein ſayeſt, He ſha!! be no Lord for me. But if 


thou accepteſt, then go, and do accordingly : Let the hunger, and 
the thirſt, and the ant ay 75 : the wants and diſtreſſes of his ——_ 
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fees his Brother in need, and ſo;tteth up the bowels of his compaſſions 
from him, how dwelleththe love of God in him ? And he that openeth 
his bowels, and draws forth his ſoul to God's hungry ones, who 
can deny but the love of God. dwelleth in that man? 7: is the 
Tmage of God's goodneſs. Godisamerciful God, and his mercy is 


his glory; and this glory of God ſhineth forth in his merciful ſer-. 
vants. There 1s ſelf-denjal init, Self would keepall ; flefh would 


hold back; .it cannot ſpare for God; 'tisa ſign that ſelf islaid low, 
that the fleſhis kept under, that the intereſt of God is the ſway- 


ing intereſt, 'when-whatever God will have, this ſelf is not ſuffered 


to keep back. Is there ſo much of Godin mercifulneſs, and is there 


1 


_— 


2. Is there not a. neceſſity of it ? Shall the mercileſs ever obtain 
mercy? Canft thou hope for mercy who wilt ſhew no mercy. 

Qu.-2. What doft thou think_of thy ſelf ? Artthou merciful, or 
mercileſs? How doſt thou find it? ls thine heart open ? are thy 
bowels open ? or are they ſtill ſhut ? Doſt thou feel that heart of 
thine inclined and reſolved to- open thy hands, and to diſperſe, and 
that liberally the good things thou haſt received, as a good Steward 
of the manifold gifts of God? Or doſt thou yet feel that the door 
i5 ſhut, thine heart is hardned againſt ſhewing kindneſs to the Lord ? 
Givethy plain-judgment, what thinkelt thou? Art thou a-merci- 
ful man, or mercileſs? and. if mercileſs, How doſt thou hope to 


. obtainmercy?. -._ | 


; Qu. .3- hat deft thou think of thy worldly gooas ? 

'vd, , Are they not thy Talents, committed to thee for thy Lord's uſe? 
Muft:thou not be accountable.toium, how they have been laid out ? 
Wuilit be a comfortable account whea thou muſt bring in thy Bill ; 
{o, much for thy pride, ſo much for-thine appetite, or all hoarde 


up for:thy covetouſneſs, andnothing or but little for God ? 


2. Arethey more worth than Treaſures in Heaven ? Is it more to 
thinc advantage to be rich in this worlds goods, than tobe rich in 
g00d works? Doſt thou in-good caraeſt.judge, that thy laying up 


. treaſures on carth is better husbandry,than thy layiug up in ſtore for 


thy ſelf a good foundation againſt the time to come ?, | 

Qu; 4: What doſt thou think of the ſtate of .many of the ſervants of 
God-in:this age'?. Are-there no wanting, ones:? no. diltreſied-ones ? 
What neither amongſt Miniſters, nor Chriſtians 2. Are they all pro- 


- vided for? Do not many of:them cat thy; bread, and drink the wa- 
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ers of affliction? Is it nor very ſtraizand very ſhorrmith them? Dig 


but enquire aftertheir condition, and thou wilt find it. ſo, Art thou 
one of thoſe that careſt nothow it fares with the/poor friends of 


Chriſt? Are theynot worth the enquiring, and looking after? orat 
leaſt, Isnot he worthy, whoſe they are, and whom they ſerve ? Is 
not Chrift worthy, for whoſe ſake thou ſhould'ſt ſhew. kindneſs to 
his? How will he take thy neglect of them? Remember that word, 
Matth. 25.45. Inaſmuch at ye didit not to theſe, ye didit not to me. 
Qu. 5. hos wilt thou as for the future? What ſhall be the ſuc- 
ceſs of theſe few words that are written for thy learning? What 
art thoureſolved upon? for mercy, or for cruelty? Conſult thine 
own heart; lay not by this little Book, tiil thou art come to a reſo- 
lution one way or other, either to accept, or reje this counſel, 
which in the name of the Lord is offered thee for thy good. Oh 
ſhew thy ſelf a man in whoſe ſoul Chriſt hath an intereſt, and ſo 
reat an intereſt, that thou wilt do any thing at his word ; pity at 
ker] relieve athis word, give, lend, feed, cloathe, refreſh the 
bowels of his needy ones:. Let thy ſoul ſay, Lord, at thy word I 
will doit: here's my bread, and my fleſh, and my money,command 
what thou wilt of it, I will not-ſay thee nay. Thou haſt givenme 
a large portion, and every one of thy ſervants that thou appointeſt 
to receive it, ſhall have their part; for thy ſake, Lord, they ſhall 
have it. Thine 1am, and thine is all that I have; ſhew me thy 
pleaſure, how much, and how often, and where, and to whom I 
ſhall beſtow it, and through the grace of God there it ſhallgo. 
Friend, Wilt thou ſay thus? Wilt thou in the preſence of the 
Lord come to this gracious reſolution? or canſt thou yet find in 
thine heart to deny thy Lord, and continue to be as hard-hearted, 
and cloſe-handed as thou wer't wont tobe? Dare not to ſay,Lord, 
my goods are tnige own, Lowe thee nothing: Dread ſuch thoughts, 


that how much ſoever thou haſt, the ſervants of Chriſt ſhall beno- : 


thing the better for it. 


Once again conſider, thouart put to this choice, either to accepe”” 


of the counſel of Chriſt, or to rcject it; which of the two. wilt'thou 
do? If thou reſolveſt not on mercy, and liberaljty,-thou rejeeſt 
the word of the Lord; andifthou rejecteſt his word, thou rejecteſt 
- the Lord, and therein ſayeſt, He ſhalt be no Lord for me, Burt if 
thou accepteſt, then go, and do:zccordingly : Let the hunger, and 
the thirſt, and the nakedoeſs ; the wants and diſtreſles of his _— 
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'Lord 
troable; of org og God of? acol defend. 
rant rheeaceording to thine own heart, and ful- 
fill nſel: The Lord remember thee with the favonr he 
beareth unto his children, and viſit thee with his ſalvation, 
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